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N. B. All the References in the iſt, 3d, 
and 4th Sermons, are to the Fir? Part; and 


all the References in the 2d Sermon, are to 
the Second Part of the Age of Reaſon. 
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SERMON I. 


THE DIVINITY OF THE SCRIPTURES, 


On 2 Tim. iii. 16.—. 4, Scripture is given by inſpiration 
J God. 


Tat works of Go are inficitely ſuperior to the beſt 
imitations of them by the hand of man. If we examine 
the point of the fineſt needle by the microſcope, it ap- 
pears about a quarter of an inch broad : but if we look 
at the „ ing of a bee through the ſame glaſs, its point is 
ſo fine that we cannot diſcover it. The apparent diame- 
ter of the ſun is no more than a foot long ; but his real 
diameter is 763, ooo miles. Such ſtriking confidera- 
tions ought to overawe the human mind; they ought to 
inſpire it with a holy delicacy, and make us very cau- 
tious how we pronounce as to any of the divine pro- 
ductions. It hath been owing to. the want of this deli- 
cacy, that ſome men, in every age, have not only thought 
unworthily of the works of God, but they have ventured 
to riſe up and to quarrel with his word; Though the 
gofpel comes atteſted by the moſt god-like credentials z 
though it ſhines clearly to the conviRtion of all, like the 
ſun 


5 
ſun in his meridian ſplendour, ſome men will not ſee it : 


inſtead of recognizing it as a revelation from God, they 


have either tried to fritter down the evidence of the 
goſpel, like Gibbon, Hume, und Voltaire ; or, like Mr 
Thomas Paine, renounced it altogether as impoſture and 
fabulous. Such ' perſons exiſted in the times of Moſes, 
and alſo in the times of Paul: So the apoſtle ſays to 
Timothy, in the context, Now, as JannEs and JaMBres 
wit hſlood Moſvr, fo do rursx al fo refit the truth. But 


though evi! men ſhall wax worſe and worſe, deceiving 
others, and being deceived themſelves, they cannot change 


the truth of God into u 7. And after all the · Sophiftry . 


| employed by Mu Part on the one hand, and ridicule 
on the other, it is a glorious and eternal reality what 
Paul ſays to "Timothy, in the words of the text, that A 


ſeripture is given by inſpiration of Gol. By ſeriptiire in this 


text, we are to underſtand the 4b8rines eoritained in the 


Ola and Now Teſtament.” "This is limited by the apoſtle 


© himſelf in the — ver, "hin he ſtyles them the nor 


SCRIPTURES, and in this way ieee them as in- 


* The word e is a general expreſſion fot ſalſe reaſoning, 
or reaſoning. without principle. The whole of Mr Paine's argu- 
ments againſt the divinity! of the ſcriptuzes, are literal ſophiſmes, 
The greater, part. of his book is mere aſertios. Sometimes he 
mila les, and ſometimes he begs the queſtion, Sometimes he raiſes 
the reader's hope; but, he Foes about the bit and about the bit, but 
never upon the bit, and diſappoints him in the end by reaſoning i in 
a circle, This is not bold and daring affertion ; for, as I am fre- 
quently to take Mr Paine in my way, I ſhall make it out by a 
clear and ſatiiſuctory induclian of particulars. I ſhall produce in- 


ſtances of all thelc different Kinds of ſophi/ms, in his own words, 


from his Age of Reaſon, 
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ſpiced from all other writings whatever.In theſe four 
ſermons, and taking them one with another, 1 ſhall at- 
tend to the following plan. 
| L nnn e ern enchant ents 
ftanding revelation from God to men. | 
: II. Refute the objections brought by Mr Paine ; and 
ö ſhow,upon bis own principles, that if the Bible is not trug, 
f HI. Aſſign the couſes of deiſmz or ſhew from what 
principles in human nature it hath happened, that hen 
the evidence of the goſpel is ſo clear and ſtrong, ſome 
in every age have pretended to deny it. And. 
IV. Offer a few direGions, which all Chriſtians ought 
to follow, if they would be faithful to God and diving 
truth, and guard their minds againſt the ou, but , 
hollow arguments of infidelity. 

But before proceeding to the formal diſcuffion of this 
plan, I lay down the following principles, founded in 
reaſon, and I conſider them of the greateſt importance 
in the queſtion about an iaſpired revelation : 

1f, That an inſpired revelation is POSS1BL-, for God 
can make it. 

2d, Such a revelation is DESIRABLE z for the wiſts 
men among the heathen in all ages, eſpecially in the hi- 
ſtory of the Greek ſchools, have felt themſelves. at a loſs ; 
anne 
more light. 

„ Die e eee We with» 
out it, man, even with the volume of nature before him, 


44 . * n 2 ag, 6 we * mz — 


aw 2 1 
„ * 


* Mr Paine (page 12) ſays that the word of Gad is the CRE 
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ceſſary. This reaſoning is not concluſive ; it proceeds on partial 
view of what is neoeſſary in the hoppineſs of man. The word of 
Ged in creation, is not ſufficient to the happineſs of man, even in 
this life. we ra — to diſcover the way of 
 filiding the 5 11 and of makiog a perpetual motion: 
but there is fl . * the works of gre ation, at leaſt as yet 


| GE Io and defrable diſcoveries can 


be made. Though the creation manifeſts the wiſdom, Fower, and 
cool ol God, it gites n aue views of his 2 nor 
hom an atonement can be made for fin. Do nor SMILE, YE DELSTS; 


tor 1 ap appeal to Heels, and facts are fubborn and eternal things. 


Thiete never was 2 ration, | individual fince the world 
begun, but wiſhed 55 3 an atonement to God, in 


one way or motler. 1 db not ſpeak of the atonement ef Jeſus 
Chrift fon thas is a ö queſtion. Now, how is it that the human 
mind js. thus yatura#y ſet on making atonernent ? It is begging the 


queſtion, to lay, that men have been cheated into a belief of the 
neceſſity it, by priefs and mythologifs ; for this defire is univerſal : 


it is found in the hiſtory of the Tartar, the Hindoo, and the dne, 
who never heard of KEY religion and prieftcraft. It is no, anſwer 
to ſay;"that' prieft: baue cheated chriſendom : for after prieſts have 
ſold indwgencier and pardon, they themſelves have trembled before 
God, at the cheat, und could not be eaſy until they made atone- 
ment in ſome way for their villainy. This turns us back and in 
upon the fact, that a deſire of atonement is univerſal ; it is natural 
to the black and to the white, to the prigf and to the people, This 
wiſh is a firong preſentiment of a judgment to come, and alſo of 
man's wnfitne/s to meet it: and as man is not taught by any thing 
in the-greation how to make atonement, ſome other revelation muſt 


be neceſſary to bis bappineſs, | 


A 
other works of God ; it muſt addreſi the reaſon of. man, 
though it might contain thigg above out comprebenfion : 
like the works of creation, it muſt contain nothing con- 
trary to dur reaſon ; if it did, it would be ſetting man at 
oddr with bimſelf, and it would be equally unworthy of 
God to ſport with the weakneſs, or banale ib maln 
of man. „et HAT mens 
Feb, If ſuch a revelation 8s that cow ſuppoſed were 
made, it muſt be credible." It would not leave man to 
doubt whether he ſhould believe it or not. Such a, 


doubt would be not only rebellion againſt God, but 543 


phemy againſt his own reaſon. | Amame 
himſelf a f 1 (gyo00T 5 


Having laid dan theſe, principles, I return to the "Y 
by repeating the text, Al. ſerrptore is given by Inſpiration 


of God. In other words, che holy ſcriptures contain a. 


reaſonable and poſitive 'tevelition from God. They not 
only ſpeak to the human heart, but they addreſs the 
judgment ; they appeal to the reaſon of man; — 
call upon him to open his eyes to judge for himſelf; they 


preſent him with every de/irable; with every reaſonable, E” 
with every god-like credential" of their divinity. —la the 
diſcuſſion of this ſubject, I ſhall not take my argument? 


* 


from ſcripture; this would be 5 begging the. queſtion: 
like Mr Paine, it would be taking for granted what re- 


mains to be proyed z, to uſe. a jockey expreſſion, it would 


not be fair play. I ſhall take all my arguments from 


reaſon, from common ſenſe," und from the philoſophy of f 


human nature. I ſhall prove the divinity of the Shin 
tures by the following induction: 


ft, From the ſublimity of the le, = as e 
conragement 


110 } 


couragement which the ſcriptures give to the ſtudy of 
ſcience and philoſophy. As the works of God infinitely 
excel the mechaniſm of man, reaſon ſays, that, if God 
give an inſpired revelation, it muſt be in a ſtyle ſuperior 


to what is human ; be muſt give ſuch diſcoveries of his 
Being, perfettions, and ends, as could not have entered in- 
to the mind of man without divine inſpiration. Now, 
this demand of reaſon we find fully anſwered in ſeripture. 
The accounts which they give of God, are worthy of 
him: He is repreſented as ong Gon; as the Father 


M Paine (page 1. and 2.) makes his profeſſion of faith, 1. Ir, 
the unity of God; 2. In the equality of man; 3. That religion lies 
in mercy to our fellow-creatures : 4. In the immortality of the ſoul: 
and yet he declares that he does not believe the creed of the Pro- 
teſlant church, nor the Bible revelation, What ſophiſtry is this! 
Theſe doctrines believed by Mr Paine, are not only profeſſed by 
«ll the Proteſtant churches, but M Paine could never have known 
them fully without the Bible. The wnity of God, indeed, may 
te inferred by reaſon from final cauſes ; but I defy Mr Paine to 
point out one inftance in the hiſtory of mankind, where any indi- 
vid ual arrived at a confirmed belief of the unity of God, without 
having ſome intimation of it from ſcripture, Socrates is the moſt 
remarkable inſtance ; he was put to death by the Athenians becauſe 
he denied a plurality, and profeſſed the unity of God: but Socrates 
himſelf was not firm, for he cauſed a cock to be ſacrificed to E/- 
exlapius, the god of phyſic, a little before his death, The equality 
of man is a Bile doctrine: if we confine our views to ſociety, the 
idea of a father would, for a time at leaſt, always ſuggeſt the idea ol 
inferiority in the ſon : and, vice verſa, when the ſon arrives at man - 
hood, and the father declines both in mental faculties and bodily powers 
the fon becomes ſuperior to the father, But the Bible puts father 
and ſon, black and white, on the ſame level. God hath made of ons 
BLOOD ALL NATIONS of nen: the kings of the Gentiles exerciſe domi- 
nion 


un 1 

and preſet ver of the univeyſe j as ornniſcient, omnipre- 
ſent; 'as abhorring every thing ſinſul and immoral. 
hen the Leatben authors give us an account of their 
gods, they tepreſent them confined in their government 
to pur tir uur provinces, as claſhing with one another, as 
dependent on men; but the Brble-writers, give us ſuch vaſt 
conceptions of God, 28. could only be. inſpired by God 
himſelf: Do not 1 fill. heaven and earth} Behold the 
beaven of heavens -cannot contain thee ; God meaſures the 
waters in the hollow of bis hand; be meteth out: the beg« 
vens with a_ ſpan; he weigheth the mountains in ſcales, 

and the hills in a balance. 7 
Man is naturally apt to meaſure God by himſelſ. This 
we ſind veriGed in fact; for the beſt profane authors give 
no better account of their gods, Homer bath. been juſtly 
admired: for his /ublimity,, and Virgil for the majeſty, of 
bis ſtyle ; but their theolagy is groſi and creeping, and 
altogether unworthy of God. Mercury is repreſented 
as a thief, Neptune as outrageous, and the great Jupiter 
as an adulterer; all the other gods and goddeſſes as the 
kae 


nian over them ; but it ſhall not be ſo among you, Call 10 man maſter, 
for all ye are brethren, This does not claſh with lawful ſubjection 
to the powers that be; for though the Bible calls upon us to pay 
taxes, it is-left to the reaſon of man, upon the principles of ſociety, 
to ſay.bow much, When the Greeks ſacked Troy, they ſet it on 
fe in the night-time, and it was by the light of the burning city 
that the Greeks put ſo many Trojans to death: and it is by the 
light ol revelation, though he does not know it, that Mr P. hath 
been enabled to muſter ſophiſtical arguments againſt it, What 
children muſt the admirers of The Age of Reaſon be, to be thus 
Juggled out of their reaſon by Mr P. affirming and denying the ſame 
thing in two difſerent expreſſions ! 5 


( 12 1 


fubje&s of the meaneſt vices. But what ſay the Bible 


writers? O my God, mine boly One, thou art purer 
eyer than to behold iniquity ; be will by no means clear 
the guilty, The Bible too, of all other books, is the moſt 
favourable to ſcience ; it calls on man to ſtudy God in 
his works of creation and providence. The invi/fible 
things of God (ſays Paul to the Romans) are clearly 
ſten, being underfiood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and godbead. In the writings of Gali- 
teo, in the works of Sir Iſaac Newton, in the diſcove- 
ries of Herchel, we are only told what they have ſeen ; 
but they have no authority to command our attention. 
But the Bible not only tells us that the works of the Lord 
are wonderful, but it calls upon us, by the moſt endear- 
ing and awful conſiderations, to ſtudy God in them; it 
promiſes every advantage to thoſe who do; for Whoſo 


it wiſe and will obſerve theſe things, they ſhall underfland 
- the loving-hindne/s of the Lord. It denounces awfu/ 


threatenings againſt thoſe who do not, Becauſe they re- 


| gard not the works of the Lord, nor confider the opera- 


tion of his hands, therefore he will defliroy them, and no: 
build them up. There is ſcarcely a creature in the whole 
creation of God, but it is introduced into the ſcripture; 


and man, vain man, is called to learn inſtruction from it. 


We are ſent to the ant, to learn diligence ; to the ox and 
aſs, to learn obedience and gratitude : we are ſent to the 
ſerpent, to learn wi/dom ; and to the dove, for mplicity 
and innocence, What unphiloſophical rant, then, is it in 


| itſelf, what ignorance does it diſcover of the ſcriptures, 


and what an inſult is it to the reaſon of man, for Mr P. 


to aſſert (pages 26. $a ee 
TI faith 


1 13 1] 


faith is a ſort of religious denial of God,” and that“ it forms 
itſel f only on the idea of one world” The Bible announces 
a plurality of worlds: thouſands of years before 1610, 
when Galileo invented the firſt teleſcope, In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth. By the word of 

the Lord were the heavens, i. e. the ſun, moon, and ſtars, 
made, and all the hoſts of them, by the breath of his mouth. ' 
But the ſcripture not only announceth a plurality of 
worlds, but even ſuggeſts the idea of the earth's ſphericity, 
and that long before the diſcovery of the laws of attrac- 
| tion, repulſion, and gravitation, by Sir Iſaac Newton. 
God (ſays Job, chap, 26.) bqngeth the earth upon nothing., . 
This expreſſion plainly hoſds out the earth under the idea” 
of a large ball or globe ſuſpended in the air, ſurrounded 
by the heavens on all fides, and not ſupported by any ad- 
jacent body, What can be the meaning of this firiking , 
G and ſublime analogy between the Bible and the works of 
God? How is it, that when nature invites us by her 
charms, the Bible ſhould urge us by its promiſes and 
commands to fudy ber 7 for, though other writings may | 
deſcribe the works of God, they do not pretend, like the 
Bible, to command us to ſtudy God in them. Why this 
peculiarity diſtinguiſhes the Bible from all other compo- 
ſitions; it ſhews it to be a book entirely ſui goneris : it 
is nature preſenting herſelf before the glaſs of revelation ; 
it is nature waving with the hand to the human race; 
it is nature reſounding in the car, and to the reaſon of | 
man, that, Al. ſcripture is given by * inſpiration of God. 
| 245 From 


114 


* By inſpiration 1 do not mean, and the apoſtle cannot intend 
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end common ſenſe ſay, that if God make any revelation 


of himſelf by one man, or by any'tumber of men, he 
mult give ſome ſigu, by which fach perſons may de 
known as the meſſengers of God: without this, the rea- 
fon of man would be infulted, the world would hie open 
to the groſſeſt fraud and impoſition ; every ent bH˖ 
might ſtart up, and canonize the ume of an over beute 
imagination, the reveries of his own mind, as the oracles 
of God. Without figns, men could not diſtinguiſh be- 


with his ipſe dirit and his probabilities, like Mr P. among 
the French: he ſought à ſign, and the Lord gave him 
one, by turning his rod into a ſerpent; The Jews would 
not be the dupes of a blind eredulity, but aſked « figh of 
Jeſus Chriſt. In later times, AMontawus, St Francis, 
Pater 'the Hermit, Mrs Leeſe, and 'Mys Buchan, have 
all been juftly diſcarded and reprobated as viſionaries, 
by the common ſenſe of mankind; becauſe they gave wo 
fign.— Now, this reaſonable demand of figns or mirachts, 
is given by God to the Bible revelation. Moſes' won- 
ders in Egypt were of this kind ; his adminiſtration in 
in the text, every word within the boards of the Bible ; for it re- 
quires no inſpiration to ſay, There ua a man' in the land of Un, 
whoſe name was Job, The cloch that T left at Tron: bring with the 
books, but eſpreially the parchments, But though this be granted, 
and it would be unworthy of God to give an inſpired and mira- 


_ eulous revelation of what man can diſcover by reaſon, it is no 


argument, as My Paine would make it, againſt the Bible; it is no 


argument againſt the revealed doctrine of the fall and recovery, 


which man could never have learned from the works of creation. 


1 
the wilderneſs was a ſyſtem of miracles. When the pro- 
phet Elijah was ſent in the name of God, and it was at 
2 time when the knowledge of God was nearly loſt in 
Paleſtine, he gave figns. The prophet might have avail. 
ed himſelf of the ignorance of the people as a mean of 
divinity of his miſſion, by bold and repeated appeals to 
viſible and exiſting facts: he ſhut up the heavens, and 
they rained not; he opened the heavens, and they gave 
rain; he brought down fire from heaven, upon the ene- 
mies of God, in the fight of thouſands. The New Teſta- 
ment is ful/ of miracles wrought both by the Lord Jeſus 
in perſon, and alſo by the hands of his apoſtles, 
- Theſe miracles were wrought publicly ; they were 
wrought daily, and for a long time; they were wrought 
in towns and in villages : thouſands of enemies attended 
to detect the fraud and impoſition, if there had been 
any. Many of them were wrought by a word ſpoken, 
and at a diſtance from the ſcene of the miracle, as in the 
cafe of the nobleman's ſon, They were not wrought to 
| ſupport a fate religion, but to confirm a doctrine 


The indignant aſperity with which Mr Paine writes againſt | 
the Bible is owing to one great miſtake ; to his confounding 
Chriſtianity, and the national eſtabliſhments of it. His mind ap- 
pears to be ſo completely ſoured and fretted at prieſtcraſt, that, 
like an enraged animal, he ſnaps and bites at every thing indiſcri- 
minately that comes in his way. He very unphiloſophically and 
abſurdly puts the villainy of prieſts to the account of religion; it 
would be juſt as philoſophical to ſay, that the ſun is accountable 
for the crimes which men commit under his light. Chrifianity, 
and the abu of it, are diametrically oppoſite, and eternally differ- 
ent, 
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the fight of their glory; they have bent the knee tage- 
ther, and fallen down, before them. We know (ſays Ni- 


L 16 1 

which. oppoſed it. The ſubjefts of the miracles lived 
truth, of them ; and thouſands who had been eye-wit- 
neſſes of chem, who had no reaſon to cheat themſelves, 
or to impoſe upon others, actually renounced the ſweets 
of domeſtic quiet, their property, and at laſt their Jives, 
in bearing teſtimony to this miraculous ſyſtem. 8 

It is no objection to theſe miracles, that they were not 
wrought in the fight of Mr P. ; they were wrought to 
confirm a revelation which reſpeQts him and all mankind: 
and when the human mind is left to itſelf, when it is 


not under the influence of a poſitive enmity, againſt God, 


when it is not warped by prejudice or blinded by intereſt, 
the miracles of the goſpel. are ſo numerous, glorious, _ 
and overpowering, as to flaſh and inſpire a happy con- 
viction. The Jew and the Gentile have joined hands at 


codemus) that thou art a teacher come from God ; for no 
man can do the works which thou del, except God be with 


bin. In the Acts of the Apoſtles we are told, and, in 


one point of view, it is as great a miracle as is recorded 
in the New Teſtament,that a great multitude of the prieſts 
were obedient to the faith, When the poor idolaters at 
Lyſtra ſaw the 'cripple healed by Paul, they cried out in 


the ſpeech of Lycaonia : The gods are come down to us 


ent. It would be wicked in the extreme to aſcribe the calamities 
of Europe, for theſe five years, to certain principles; and it is 
equally wicked to charge the abuſes of men to the account of the 
n | 


# 
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1 The fuppaſtion made by Mr eue . 
ing in a balloon, of extratting, fire from the human body, &. can in 
no ſenſe come under the idea of a miracle. In all theſe inſtances 
there is only 1 2 diſcovery and diſplay, but no reverſion, of the laws of 
nature. The rifing of the balloon is no more than a diſplay of 
the law. of rarefied air, compared with the law bf common atmo- 
ſpberic air, and is the effect of a long and formal proceſs. When 4. 
conductor, again, is applied to a cloud, or any other object charged 
with electric fire, it is the law of nature for the conductor to draw 
it off; but there is 10 reverſion of any known law, In the in- 
ſtances, too, ſuppoſed by MP. there muſt be an aftual congreſſion ; 
and without this, the law of each would not appear: but in moſt 
of our Lord's miracles, there was none. It is a law of nature for 
water to ſeck and to preſerve a level; but it is a rever fon of that 
law for water to riſe up in heaps, as at the Red Sea, and Jordan, 
without coming into vifble contact with any body, to diſplace them. 
It is 2 law of nature for a fig-tree to flouriſh and decay ; but it is 
a rever-fion, or arreft of this Jaw, for a fig-tree, in its richeſt ſtate of 
verdure, to wither away at a word ſpoken, and in a moment, It 
is a law of nature, when a man is actually dead, when life i is extinft, | 
to continue ſo ; but it is a reverſion of that law to be raiſed to life, 
as was the caſe with Lazarus, and after his blood had gone into 
putrefaQtion, This contraſt between the diſplay and the reverfior 
of the laws of natur# ſhews, that, Mr Paine's ſuppoſition is not in 
point; it is a ſophiſm ; it is @ begging the queſtion as to the nature 
of miracles. Mr Paine (page 53.) diſcards miracles as unneceſ- 
ſary, becauſe 4 moral principle ſpeaks uniyerſally for itſelf,” This 
is another groſs ſophiſm ; it is an ignorantia elenchi, as to the in- 
tention of miracles. The great intention of miracles was not to 
confirm moral truth ; a ſenſe of moral truth is natural to man ; for, 
the Gentiles, who have not the law, do by nature the things contained 
in the law, But miracles were intended to mark out, and confirm; 

the 
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- eothmon' laws of nature? Why, theſe miracles are the 
finger of God pointing to my text; they loudly pro- 


elaim to all who hear of them, that All ſcripture is given 


by inſpiration of God. 
34, From the exact fulfilment of ſcripture-prophecy. 
Miracles and prophecy are mutually dependent upon, 


and reciprocal evidences for, one another. As miracles 


were given to authenticate the divine miſſion of the pro- 
phets, and of Chriſt, at the time they ſpoke; ſo the 
prophecies, when fulfilled, not- only authenticate them- 


| ſelves, but they are a proof that the miracles were no 


fraud or impoſture. Reaſon ſays, that if man be an 
immortal being, and if God make a revelation of his 


will to man in this character, it muſt contain prophe- 
Ame alt will Ons in . ne 
nme, Without 
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© the divine miſnon of the prophets and of Jeſus Chriſt ; to alarm 
men as to the certainty of rewards and puniſhments, and to rouſe 
them to the Practice of morality, When John ſent his diſciples to 
Chriſt, it was not to be inſtructed in morality ; for beſides the 
intimations of a natural conſcience, John had the law and the 
prophets : but it was with this queſtion, Art thou be that ſhould 


| come, or took wwe for another Tn that ſatie hour Jeſus performed 


many miracler; and then he addreſſed John's diſciples, Go, tell 


© - John what things ye ſte and bear; the blind receive their fight, the 


lame walk, the lepert are cleanſed : plainly pointing out his miracles 
as the credentials of his Mefflahſhip, and of his miſſion from God. 
Mr Paine s account of the whale and Jonah, and our Lord's temp- 
tations, is a while of a quibble ;* and if I could believe what Mr P. 
ſays, that ©" Paul was a manuffurer of quibbier,” I ſhould alſo 


_ think, that 'as Paul is dead, Mr P. is adrentiſing in oy Age of 


Reafon, that he ifiterids to carry on On.” PEN 
* Lecture: by Michelis on the New Teſtament, 
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Without ſuch intimations, men would not know whit 
to expect for the future, nor how they ought to conduct 
themſelves for the preſent towards God and Providence. 
It is a reaſonable expectation that God ſhould foretel the 
time when, the perſon by whom, and the manner bow he 
theſe things in the moſt minute and circumſtantial manner, 
The diſperſion of the Jews was foretold by Moſes ; the 
two captivities in Babylon by Jeremiah ; the deliverance 
was foretold by 1/aiah, and Cyrus mentioned by name 
200 years before he was born. The perſon, the manner 
of his conception, the birth and fortunes of the Meſſiah, 
were foretold ; the time when, and the place where, he 
was to be born; the nature of his kingdom, and the 
fate of his goſpel and followers.—Theſe prophecies have 
been, or are now fulfilling. The preſent diſperſion of 
the Jews, with the loſs of their genealogy, are an awful 
fulfilment of the prophecies of Moſes and of Chriſt. In 
the perſonal hiſtory of Jeſus - Chriſt, we find no fewer 
than thirty-two different and particiilat prophecies men- 
tioned by the evangeliſt” Matthew, and all fulfilled in 
| the moſt marked manner. Now, the fulfilment of theſe 
prophecies depended on a multitude of ſecond cauſes, 
which no + human forefight could foreſee, and no human 
power provents” Jeſs Chriſt prophecied his te 
B * bdbenfion 


Pr Playfair's Chrouology. 

l Mr Paine (page 14.) rejects prophecy, becauſe the word 

/ propbet was uſed by the Hebrews for poet, or a maker or flayer of 

verſes, This is another of Myr Paine's ſophiſins, by which he 

would dazzle the eyes and impoſe on the credulity of the ignorant; 
| ſior 
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henſfion and death; the time of his reſurrection ; 
deſcent of his Spirit; the deſtruction of. Jeruſalem 
the Romans: and all theſe have been fulfilled. 


If we compare Bible prophecy with the preſent Sale ) 


of the world, we may ſee the truth of it in the conti- 
nued independence of the Arabs. It is prophecied, 
be a wild man, and that he ſhould dwell in the preſence of 
bis brethren. Now this prophecy is fulfilling in the 
preſent independence of that people: they have been at- 


4 B was uſed among the He- 
brews for poet, this will not prove that it never was uſed for what 
we call a propbet, or one who foretels future events. But the 
fame word ufed for a poet, hiefly fignified a E, and ſo it is ex- 
plaited, + Sath, Ix. & 9. But the queſtion is not about words and 
names, but about facts. It is of no importance whether the 
name of the man who built br Paws in London, or the Old Church 
in &ochport, was Names or Johns it cannot affect the exiſtence of 
theſe buildings, whether he was called an arebitect, or a rope-dancer : 
we know that ſuch buildings were erected. In like manner, it 
cannot affect the truth of the prophecies, whether the Hebrew 
word, rendered propbet, was expreſſive of the once. My Pains, 
If He pleaſes, may fay, that the word prophet originally fignified 
a Hammerman, or a Cotton ſpinmner. But the queſtion is, Did not 
Moſes, Jſaiab, Daniel, Jeſus Chrift; &c. foretel future events; and 
| have not theſe events actually happened? This ſhort queſtion at 
once lays the © Axe to the root,” to uſe Mr Paine's own words, by 
ſhewing that he plays with words, and conſequently that all he 
men apainſt prophecy is not worth diſputing about, 

I have compared the prophecies of Moſes, uttered 3000 years 
*ago, with the hiſtory of the Jews, his beloved, his favourite 
people; and am quite amazed to find them awfully fulfilled and 
fulflling, in near 20 different inſtances. 
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more remarkable, that as the Arahs have been robbers 
and plunderers in every age, it is the intereſt of every 
conqueror to root them out. In the words of one of 
the Roman hiſtorians, * The Arabs are ſuch a ſort of 
people, as one would not with either for friends or foes.” 
But, though all the conquerors, eyen Alexander himſelf, 
have tried it, they have never been + ſubdued. —The- 
truth of prophecy alſo appears in the ſpread of the go- 
ſpel by miſhonaries, by Methodiſts and others, to the Eaſt 
and Weſt Indies, to the coaſt of Africa, and in the pre- 
ſent declining ſtate of antichriſt. 

Now, what is the meaning of all this? How can we 
account for it, that, after all the combinations by men 
againſt the goſpel, by writing in private, and wars and 
perſecutions i, public, prophecy, like the ſyn in the 
midft of the greateſt ſtorms, ſhould continue unſhaken, 
ſhould ſilently proceed in its fulfilment? The fact is 
open; and though we ſhut our eyes, that cannot alter it; 
why, Na prophecy of ſcripture is of any private interpre-. 
tation; but holy men of God ſpoke as tbey vers . moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt. In the words of the text, Al ſcrip- 
ture is given by inſpiration of God. | 
I ſhall finiſh this particular, by repeating two awſul 
ſcripture-prophecies ; they reſpect not deiſſs on the one 
hand, nor behevers on the other, but they comprehend 
all mankind: I pray God that in his infinite mercy he 
may breathe on Mr Paine's ſoul and mine, and make us. 
all ready for the fulfilment of them. The Son of Man 
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ſhall appear in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory, and before him ſhall be gathered all the nations of 
the earth, Then ſhall be ſay to the wicked, Depart from 
me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels : To the righteous, Come, ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the lingdom prepared for you. The Lord 
Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven with his m ghty angels 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 


God, and that obey not the goſpel of our Lord Yeſus 


Chrift ; who ſhall be puniſbed with EVERLASTING DE- 
STRUCTION from | the preſence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power; AMEN, even ſo come, Lord Jeſus. 
4th, From the moral tendency of the ſcriptures, and 
their filtneſ+ to promote the happineſs of man. Reafon 
requires that if God make a revelation of his will to 
men, it ought to have ſuch a tendency as to better 
their condition, and promote their happineſs ; if other. 


wile, it would be trifling on the part of God, and alto- 


gether ſuperfluous and uſeleſe to man. Now, the mora- 
lity of the ſcriptures fully anſwer this expectation of 
reaſon : they require nothing but what is ſor our good, 
to perform even in this world ; and though there were 
no hereafter, they forbid nothing but what would be for 
our hurt, were we to do it, —Let us look into the dif. 
ferent ſyſtems of Confucius, Zorogſter, Pythagoras, Plato, 


and Socrates, and all the other moraliſts that ever lived, 


and we ſhall find them built on ſuch a narrow and party 


5 ſcale, and ſo blended with ſuperſtition and the groſſeſt 


abſurdities, as ſometimes to defeat their own end. Other 


lem, of morality reſpect only this or the other nation 


or ſtate, this or the other ſe of 3 but the 
| morality 
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morality of the goſpel reſpects all mankind, Other y- 
flems direct men only in certain particulars : but the 
morality of the goſpel follows us into all the poſſible 
walks of perſonal, private, or public life; it teacheth 
men to be good huſbands, good wives, good children, and 
good ſervants ; good ſubjefts, and good magiſtrates. The 
different ſyſtems of morality chiefly reſpe& men in a 
ſocial capacity, and direct their external condu@; but 
the morality of the goſpel addreſſes us as individuals ; 
it takes in our moſt ſecret thoughts, our motives and 
ends. Its great law reſpe&ing God is, Thou alt love 
the Lord thy God with all thine heart. Its rule for ſo- 
ciety embraces the equality of man, Whatſoever ye would 
that men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo unto them. Its 
law for the individual 1s equally careful of our bodily 
health, and of our peace of mind, Be ſober. Keep' thy 
heart with all diligence. Other ſyſtems of morality have 
no authority to enforce compliance; but the goſpel ma- 
rality addreſſes the reaſon, as well as the heart of man, 
by. the moſt endearing and tremendous ſanftions, There 
is no book on earth ſo ſavourable to all the ſublime and 
pure affections of the ſoul, and unfriendly to all the gro- 
velling and deſtructive paſſions, as the Bible. 

This is not the inflamed and high-ſounding rant of an 
overheated imagination; for we have ſeen the happy et- 
ſes of the goſpel, in the great and laſting changes whic h 
it hath produced. Every one knows, that, at the time 
particularly when Chriſt appeared, the whole world was 
lying in wickedneſs. When Paul came to Corinth, he 
found the morals of that famous city corrupt to the laſt 
degree: the people of that place were ſo abandoned, 

that 
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- that 'Corinthiadfein, or © to act the Corinthian,” was a 
proverbial expreſſion for a very bad man. Here Comws 
held his court, and here pleaſure ſwayed the ſceptre. 
The Corinthians trod an eternal round of voluptouſ- 
neſs and debauchery. De not decerved, ſays the apoſtle, 
either fornicators, nor idolaters, nor revilers, nor extor- 
tioners. One can ſcarcely imagine a blacker catalogue, 
ptileſs we were to receive it from the bottomleſs pit. 
But when this was their character, what a great change 
did the goſpel produce; hear it from the apoſtle : Sucn 
were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, ye are juſtified, ye 
are ſanflified in the name of our Lord Jeſus, and by the 
ſpirit of our God. Could any thing leſs than a religion 
from God produce ſuch a great and happy change ?— 
_ "Theſe Corinthians had ſeen, from their youth up, Mr 
Paine's word of the creation, but they were no better; 
they had read former ſyſtems of morality, but their 
hearts were not changed; they had been initiated into 
all the myſteries of the heathen mytbology, but their 
conduct was not reformed :* but no ſooner did they hear 
the goſpel, than they became new men ; the Corinthian 
_ + prieſts fled from their temples, and their oracles be- 
came dumb for ever. — But this influence of the goſpel 
was not confined to Corinth: wherever the goſpel came, 
it diffuſed the triumphs of piety to God; of juſtice and 
humanity to man. The grace of God, ſays Paul, and 
he gives it not as his own character, but as common to 
| the firſt Chriſtians, reacheth us, that denying ungodlineſs 


. '# Harwood's Introduction tq the New Teſtament, 
J Blair's Sermons. 
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and worldly lili, we ould live ſoberly, righteouſyaq8 
godly in this preſent world. Now, what ſhall we ſay to 
theſe things? What inference ſhall. we draw from a mo- 
rality ſo ſuperior to all other in its nature, extent, ſanctiont, 
and aſtoniſhing gſecis on the minds of men? What ſhall 
| we ſay of this morality which ſounds in perfect uniſon 
with the dictates of natural conſcience? I know what 
the enemies of revelation will ſay ;. they will cry, Where 
was the morality of your goſpel, when Rachel flale her 
father's images } When David went into Bath/heba, and 
then flew that magnanimaus officer, Uriah ? Where was 
the morality of your goſpel, when Peter and Thomas de- 
nied their maſler? When Damas left the apoſtles, and the 
preaching of the goſpel, for ſome ſecular employment 2 
But though all theſe things are true, they cannot, and 
do not affect the preſent queſtion. What the, goſpel. 
calls, and commands men t be, is one thing; what men 
are, is quite another: and perfection of moral character 
is incompetent to man while in this world. | 
There is, too, an eternal difference. between the Bible 
giving us an h1fforical account of the wickedneſs of bad 
men, and the errors and failings of good men, and ap- 
* proving of theſe. Indeed, it is one of the great proofs 
of the ſcripture being a divine revelation, that the writers 
of it candidly relate their own failings : they confeſs them 
before God; they lament before men. Whereas, in the 
hiſtory of impoſtors, they have always. concealed. their 
own vices, and flattered men's corruptions.—It is by not 
attending to this marked diſtinction, that Mr Paine 
(page 12.) ſpeaks ſo unworthily of the Bible, and calls it 
the © word of a demon,” He confounds bj#arical. nar- 
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ration with moral” approbation ; he ſpeaks as if the one 
implied the other, by charging the vices mentioned in 
ſcripture upon the ſcripture itſelf : if crimes had been 
mentioned, and not punifhments, Mr Paine's reaſoning, 
though not concluſive, would have been more ſpecious.— 
But by following up the hiſtory of national and particu- 
lar fins, with the hiſtory of national and particular 
puniſhments, the ſacred writers at the ſame time clear 
the moral government of God, and ſet wp a beacon for 
the admonition and the good of mankind : Theſe things 
were our examples, to the intent that we ſhould not luft 
after evil things, as they alſo lufted. Now all theſe things 
(ſays Paul moſt expreſsly) happened unto them, and they 1 
are written for our admonition, on whom the ar of ths 

world are como. 
| Other ſyſtems of morality, on the principles of na- 
tural inftin&, or civil intereſt, make provifion for friends; 
but the "goſpel morality burſts all theſe narrow bounds, 
and makes proviſion for enemies; Love Your ENEMIES; 
Bleſs them that curſe you. How fully doth this ſhew the 
ſopbiſtry of Mr Paine in ſaying, that,“ the word of God 
is the creation which we behold ;” for where, in the whole 
creation, and without the Bible in our hand, can we 
meet with any thing like this precept ? Tt is true, our 
Lord illuſtrates the precept by the divine goodneſs ; by 
God caving the ſun to riſe, and his rain to deſcend on the 
Juft and on the unjuſt. But this is only one part, one 
view of the creation : if we were to form a coucluſion 
here, we would be ſtopt ſhort by ſea forms and earth- 
quakes ; by every kind of diſeaſe in the human body. 
And when we look at the moſt civilized nations, inſtead 
of love, we find them, in the dreadful language of the 
apoſtle, 


1 27 1 

apoſtle, living in malice and in envy, bate/ul, and hating, 
or, as the Greek word fignifies, WOKRYING one another. 
Theſe facts ſufficiently ſhew, that though, by the divine 
goodneſs, our Lord illuſtrates the precept, Love your 
enemies, the precept itſelf is inſpired ; it is peculiar to 
the Bible revelation : without the ſcriptures, it would 
not occur to the reaſon of man. This view of the ge- 
nius and tendency of the goſpel morality i is a confirma- 
tion of the truth in my text, that 4/7 ſcripture i i⸗ given 
by inſpiration of God. 

5th, From the great diverſity of the character of the 
writers, and that wnity of defign which is preſerved by 
the whole, reaſon ſays, that if God make a revelation 
of his will to men, by one man, or by ever ſo many dif- 
ferent men, that revelation muſt be cogſiſlent; no part 
of it muſt break in upon, or unhinge the great deſign. 
Now, this expeQation of reaſon is fully anſwered in 
ſcripture. The writers of it were men of very different 
characters and conditions: they lived in very different 
times ; and even-thoſe who lived at the ſame time, lived 
in very different places ; ſo that we cannot ſuſpe& them 
of any colluſion. Some of them were learned men; as 
Moſes, Iſaiah, Daniel, and Paul, Some of them were 
great men ; as David, Solomon, and Hexetiab. Some of 
them illiterate men; as the Lonp Cunts and his apoſtles. 
So Chriſt's hearers were aſtoniſhed at his doctrine, and 
ſaid, How Inoueth this man letters, having never learned ? 
When the Jewiſh Sanhedrim ſaw the boldneſs of Peter and 
John, and that they were unlearned, they took knowledge 
of them that they had been with Jeſus. Now, how js it, 
that, in ſuch a very great diverſity of character and cir- 
Ko cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, theſe writers mould Ae ſuch a com» 
plete and unbroken unity of deſign? They all agree in 
giving the ſame account of God ; of man; of the fall; 
of the way of recovery ; of our moral duty to God, 
and to one another here; and of the certainty of a ſtate of 
immortality beyond the grave. One would not wonder 
to ſee philoſophers joining with philoſophers to form a 
ſe& or party; it would be nothing wonderful to ſee prie/ts 
of the ſame time, conſpiring and clubbing with pries to 
hoodwink the people, and to cheat them out of their 
money. But to ſee ſa many different writers, of ſo very 
different characters and times, all agreeing in the ſame 
great, common, and difenterefied deſign, can only be ac- 
counted for, from the purity and wnity of that ſpirit by 
which they were inſpired. Let us caſt our eyes back 
over the page of hiſtory, and look for Tuch an unity of 
deſign among any other claſs of writers, Mr P. may 
ſeek for it, but he will never find it. The Greeks at one 
time had no fewer than 30,000 gods ; they were divided 
into almoſt as many opinions as to the SUunum Boxun, 
or Chief Good.—Now, how is it, that one ſet of wiſe 
men, or philoſophers, ſhould riſe up aſter another, among 
the Pbœnicians, Egyptians, Chaldeans, Greeks, and Romans; 
and yet, let us put all their diſcoveries together, with 
Mr Paine's Age of Reaſon as a preface to them, and they 
will not make a book equal to the New Teſtament, 
written by a few illiterate fiſhermen *? No anſwer can 
; = 


Mr Paine (page 16.) objects to the truth of the goſpel, that 
Jeſus neither wrote it himſelf, nor © Procured it to be written,” in 
his lifetime. But this is one of the ſtrongeſt proofs of the divi- 
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be given to this but one, that che 1world-by wiſdom knew 
not God ; and after this, it pleaſed God iy di fooliſhneſs of 
preaching to ſave them that believe. From this great 
diverſity of character and unity of deſign, it fully ap- 
pears, that all ſcripture is given by inſpiration G. 
6th, The wonderful preſervation/ of the ſcriptures 
through ſo many ages and dangers, is a proof of their 
divinity. Reaſon ſays, that if God condeſcend to give 
for the preſervation of it. Without this, it could only 
be uſeful for a time, and to n part of mankind: and 
this expectation is fully anſwered in the hiſtory of di- 
vine providence reſpecting the ſeriptures. Some of the 
facred books are, of all others, the moſt ancient; and 
notwithſtanding the enmity of mankind, all of them have 
been ſaved from ſuch dangers and devaſtations as nothing 
elſe hath fur vived. Empires have riſen and fallen: death 
hath carried off one generation of mankind after another: 
the temple of Solomon, the city. of Jeruſalem, the lofty 
walls, the fately palaces, the hanging gardens of Babylon, 
have all been moved by the hand, and ſwept. away by the 
deſom of time. Kings and Emperors bave burnt and de- 
ſtroyed millions of Chriſtians ; the Lox Cimisr him- 


nity of the goſpel. Tt hath been the manner of impoſtors in every 
age to write their own ſyſtems ; but Jeſus leaving his golpel to 
be written by his apoſtles, is a proof that he was no impoſtor: it 
ſhews that he neither meant to impoſe on his apoſtles, nor wiſhed 
them to impoſe on others. It diſcovers his full perſuaſion of his 
doctrine as the truth; a doArine that could ſtand on its own legs, 


without the crutch of human authority, or the dark colluftons of 
priefteraſt, 
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ſell was put to death; Popes have laid an embargo upon 
the Bible; they have covered it up in a dead language, 
and forbid it to be read by the people; but the greateſt 
perſecutors have never been able to deſtroy it. Towns 
and libraries have been hurnt by fire, or ſwallowed up 
by earthquakes ; but the ſcriptures have been preſerved : 
they are before uu. The watchful providence of God 
hath reſcued them from the iron bands of perſecutors ; 
from the : avaricious clutches of prieſts : it hath ſtript 


them of every dark covering ; and, by tranſlating them 
OO TOO” hath ſpread them in large and 
wal ne ſhining 
.N * | 5 . . 985 | " 

M Paine (page 16.) ſays, that the word of God cannot exiſt 
in any ſpoken or printed language, becauſe of the © continually 
Progreſſive change to which the meaning of words is ſubjett” But 
this argument is as flrong againſt Mr P.'s word of the creation, as 
it is againſt the uritten word. The earth hath undergone as great 
2 f tranſlation by the flood, as ever the Bible did by tranſlation in- 
to any foreign language. The different climates, too, give more 
— different" ideas of God to their particular inhabitants, than it is 
poſſible for-any different tranſlations of the Bible to do. If the 
people on the torrid zone form their ideas of God from what they 
feel, they will conceive of him as a God all fre : while the inha- 
bitants of the frigid zone will conceive of him as a God of ice, 
It hath been owing to this to men forming ideas of God from 
ſenfible objects, and not having an inſpired revelation—that the 
heathen mythology hath become ſo voluminous, Men have made 
# God of every thing from the ſun in the firmament, to their own 
excrements, But, Mr P. begs the queſtion when he ſays, that the 
' ſolar ſyſtem hath always exiſted in its preſent form. If the earth 
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To ihe 
ſhining characters before the eyes of all nations.—Now, 
| why hath God ſo carefully watched over the ſcriptures? 
How is it that a book ſo univerſally abhorred. by wicked 
men and devils, ſhould continue ſo long, in the midſt of 
their combined enmity? The fact is open; and this fact 


of the preſervation is a part of the proof, that all ſcrip- 


ture is given by inſpiration God. I might continue 


this induction, by adducing a variety of other argu- 
ments in proof of the divinity of the holy ſcriptures : 
As, Ts TO 
7th, The moral character, the public life and teaching, 


of Jeſus. 
8th, The very rapid progreſs of the goſpel ſoon after 


the aſcenſion. 
geb, The great and voluntary ſufferings of the a- 


poſtles. 


roth, The dreadful corruption: of Chriſtianity i in the 


riſe and progreſs of antichriſt, as a fulfilment of New 
Teſtament prophecy. But the truth of any propoſition 
doth not depend ſo much on the number as on the frength 


hath undergone ſuch. a reyolution by the flood, it is a preſump- 
tion, if we reaſon by analogy, that, ſimilar changes may have 
taken place in the other planets individually: and if ſuch altera- 
tions have taken place, we have no certain proof to the contrary, 
but the whole ſolar ſyſtem may have exiſted in a different form, 
Who, then, told Mr P. that the works of creation are the only 
word of God? The ſact is, Mr P's, argument is a /ophiſn ; it 
proceeds upon a probability, which, though very great, will not 
juſtify the univerſal concluſion he draws from it. It may hoodwink 
a weak reader, but it is not tenable in itſelf, 
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repeating the following alarming texts : I/ any man ul 
take away from the words of the, book of this prophecy, 
God ſball take away bis part out of the book of life, and 
out of the holy city. He that believeth, ſhall be ſaved : be 
that believeth not, ſhall be damned. He that is wiſe, ſhall 
be wiſe for himſelf ; but he that 8corMETH, be alone ſbali 
bear it. 2 „ 
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SERMON II. 


Ma PAINE's OBJECTIONS RErurrp. 


On 2 Tim. iii. 16,— A Scripture is given by inſpiration 
of God. 


Novon aur NIHIL, (A new thing or nothing), is the 
cry of the preſent age. But the Age of Reaſon, hath 
not even the charm of novelty. to recommend it. Mr P. 
hath not produced one objection againſt revealed religion, 
abſtract from the low ridicule, and obſcene buffoonry 
with which he hath treated the ſubje&, but what hath 
been brought and refuted, hundreds of years before he 
| was born. But though the Age of Reaſon contains 
nothing new in reſpect of itſelf, it preſents us with a 
very great oddity in the perſon of Mr P. It is nothing 

uncommon, to ſee men of a certain deſctiption, ſwearing 
one thing in one court of juſtice, and denying it in 
another, as it may ſerve to promote their intereſt, or 
cover their villainy. But,-tb ſee a man of My P.'s pro- 
feſſed philanthropy, a man of My P.'s pretenſions to 
+4 philoſophical 
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philoſophical inquiry, and diſintereſted integrity, openly 
and repeatedly contradicting himſelf, is an oddity indeed. 
It is in this ſtrange charaQter that Mr P. appears in his 


Age of Reafon. In 1792, Mr P. publiſhed his book, 


intitled Common Senſe. In 1195, he publiſhed his Age 
of Reaſon ; and light and darkneſs, the eaſt and the weſt, 
are not more oppoſite, than Mr P.'s ſentiments are in 


theſe different publications. In his book Common Senſe, 


Mr P. appears like a man, in the morning, ſwearing 
before all men that the ſun is wh:te ; he fully and re- 
peatedly acknowledges the Divinity of the ſcriptures. 
In his Age of Reaſon, he appears like the ſame man, in 
the afternoon of the ſame day, ſwearing that the ſun 1s 
Black ; he denies, in the moſt indecent manner *, the di- 
vinity of the ſcriptures, 

In this ſermon, I ſhall, 

1, Shew that Mr P. cannot be fincere in his objec- 
tions. | HEN 

zd, I ſhall inquire particularly into the nature and 
extent of that evidence which is neceſſary to eſtabliſh 
the divinity of the ſcriptures, and ſhew that it is on a 


„ Mr P. objects to the account of the nativity, becauſe of what 
he calls its obſcenity; but the obſcenity is in Mr P.'s own mind. 
It is no more unworthy of God, that he formed the human nature 
of the Lord Chriſt, in the way mentioned in the goſpels, than it 
is unworthy of God to be the Creator of the different ſexes. Mr 
P.'s objeQion is worſe than unphiloſophic,—it betrays a little and 
whariſh mind. But to the unbelieving and defiled, there is nothing 
pure; but even their mind and conſcience it defiled, See what he 
ſays of Iſaiah, page 46,—of the raiſed ſaints, page 73.— and his 
account of Mary Magdalene, page 74. 
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groſs miſtake of this evidence, which the Bible ſo fully 
contains, that all Mr P.'s crippled and whiffliing objec. 
tions are founded. 

34, That even ſuppoſing Mr P. to be ſincere, the 
principles which he wiſhes to eſtabliſh, are the ſtrongeſt 
arguments for the divinity of the ſcriptures ; for if the 
ſcriptures are falſe, no deiſt can vindicate the moral 
juſtice of God. . 

, T ſhall ſhew that My P. cannot be ſincere in his 
objections, becauſe he openly and repeatedly acknow- 
ledges the divinity of the ſcriptures in his book Common 


Senſe. In that publication, Mr P. not only refers to 


the ſcriptures, but he quotes them, as of divine autho- 
rity ; he anchors his whole argument againſt monarchical 
governments on. the truth of their divinity, In his Age 
of Reaſon, Mr P. conſiders the devil as an imaginary 
being, as a creature of prieſts, But, in his book, intitled 
Common Senſe, he acknowledges both his exiſtence, and 
his particular influence over mankind. His words are, 
« Governments were firſt introduced into the world by 
heathens. It was the moſt proſperous invention the 
Devir ever ſet on foot, for the promotion of idolatry,” 
In his Age of Reaſon, Mr P. affirms (Part II. page 14.), 
that Geneſis, &c. muſt have been written ſo late as the 
times of David; that it was not, and could not be, writ- 
ten by Moſes. But, in his book Common Senſe, he not 
only admits that Geneſis was written by Moſes, but that 
it was written thouſands of years before Saul. Near 
three thouſand years paſſed away, from the Moſaic ac- 
count of the creation till the Jews, under a national de- 
luſion, requeſted a king.“ In his Age of Reaſon, Mr P. 

C2 denies 
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denies the theocracy of the Jews, and ſays, that Moſes 

was an impoſtor, in pretending that God appeared to 
him. Page 96, © I totally diſbelieve that ever the Al- 
mighty did communicate any thing to man, by any mode 
of ſpeech, or by any appearance, otherwiſe than by the 
univerſal diſplay of himſelf in the works of creation,” 
Kc. But, in his book Common Senſe, he fully admits 
that God did manifeſt himſelf by ſpecial and miraculous 
interpoſition, © Till then, their (the Hebrews) govern- 
ment, except in extraordinary cafes, where the Almighty 
interpoſed, was a kind of republic, adminiſtered by a 
judge, and the elders of the people.” In his Age of 
Reaſon, Mr P. ſays, that the book of Judges hath not 
even the pretence of being called the word of God ; he 
repreſents all the victories of the Iſraclites as unautho- 
riſed by God, as the effes of injuſtice and cruelty. But, 
in his book Common Senſe, he poſitively · aſeribes Gideon 
victory over the Midianites to God himſelf, © The 
children of Iſrael being oppreſſed by the Midianites, Gi- 
deon marched againſt them with a very ſmall army, and 
victory, through the Divine interpoſition, decided in their 
favour. But, My P. not only mentions the victory, 
but he blames the Jews for not conſidering it as a divine 
inte rpoſition, and as immediately effected by the power 
of God. The Jews, elate with ſucceſs, and attribu- 
ting it to the generalſhip of Gideon, propoſed making 
him a king,” In his Age of Reaſon, My P. repreſents 
all the Jewiſh kings and judges as bad men, in his own 


*Bullingogate, as a © parcel of raſcals.” But, in his book 
Common Senſe, he celebrates Gideon, as 'a prodigy of 
piety and diſintereſtedneſs ; he ſpeaks as highly of him, 
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as he could have done of General Waſhington, or of any 
member of the French Convention. © But Gideon, in 
the piety of his ſoul, replied, I will not rule over you,” 
In his Age of Reaſon, My P. denies, that either Samuel, 
or any of the prophets, were the meſſengers of God; he 
repreſents them as a parcel of ſtrolling gentry, -prophe- 
cying for or againſt the party which favoured them, 
But, in his book Common Senſe, he recogniſes both Gi- 
deon and Samuel, as prophets of God, and their meſſage 
as of divine authority. The will of the Almighty, 
as declared by Gideon, and the prophet Samuel; expreſsly 
diſapproves of government by kings.” 'After ſpeaking 
of the fulfilment of Samuel's prophecies, and the anſwers 
to Samuel's prayers, Mr P. proceeds, not ſo much in the 
ſtyle of a politician, as of a Bible advocate, pleading for 
the divinity of the ſcriptures. © Theſe portions of . 
ſcripture are expreſs and poſitive; they admit of no 
equi vocal conſtrution.” What a glaring contradiction! 
for, in his Age of Reaſon, My P. repreſents Samuel and 
all the prophets as , and their prophecies ' as a 
noſe 9'warx, to be turned ad hent to any ſide by commens - 
tators and prieſts. In his Age of Reaſon; My P. conſi- 
ders the ſcriptures as a threefold fraud, as unfriendly 
and r1inous to the happineſs of man. But, in his book 
Common Senſe, he conſiders men in Popiſh countries, as 


being at a very great loſs in being denied the uſe of the 


ſcriptures. His own words are, A man hath reaſon 
to believe, that there is as much of hing-craft, as pril. 
craft, in with-holding the ſcriptures from the people in 
Popiſh countries.” In his Age of Reaſon, Mr P. ſays, 
that man ſlands in the ſame relative connection with God 
C3 as 


2 


es at the beginning; he laugbs at the idea of the re- 
ſurrection and future puniſhments. But, in his book 
Common Senſe, he admits the truth of the fall ; the 
propriety of preaching ; the neceſſity of repentance, and 
the eternity of hell-torments. His words to the Quakers 
are, If ye had the honeſt ſoul of Barclay, you would 
preach repentance to your king ; ye would tell him of 
| his ſins, and warn him of eternal ruin; ye would, as 
faithful miniſters, cry aloud, and ſpare not.” In his Age 
of Reaſon, Mr P.ſays, (Part II. page 39.) „That we have 
learned from the Jewiſh accounts to call the Gentiles 
heathens, but that they were a juſt and moral people, 
and not addicted, like the Jews, to cruelty and revenge,” 
But, in his book Common Senſe, (page 8.), Mr P. con- 
fiders the Gentiles as a wicked people, and the Jews as 
good men. And here we cannot but obſerve, that 
their (the Jews) motives were bad, that they might be 
like the other nations of the earth, i. e. the heathens ; 
whereas their true glory lay in being as much unlike 
them as poſſible.“ In his Age of Reaſon, (page 65. 
part II.), Mr P. repreſents the ſtory of Jeſus Chriſt as 
fabulous ; but, .in his book Common Senſe, be recog- 
niſes Chriſt, as the Saviour of men, as à prophet, and 
ſays, that his prophecies were fulfilled. His words are, 
Kings are not taken away by miracles, even the diſ- 
perſion of the Jews, though foretold by our Saviour, was 
effected by arms.” Now, what concluſion ſhall we 
draw from theſe groſs and repeated oontradictions? What 
apology can Mr P, make for them ? He cannot ſay that 
his mind is changed fince he wrote his book Common 
a LE eee 
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Reaſon, he ſays, I have mentioned in the former Part 
of the Age of Reaſon, that it had long been my intention 
to publiſh my thoughts on religion ; but I had originally 
reſerved it to a later period in life, intending it to be the 
laſt work I ſhould undertake,” From. theſe words it is 
plain, that Mr P. always conſidered the ſcriptures as fa- 
bulous. On what principle, then, could Mr P., take 
it upon him to recogniſe the divinity of the ſcriptures 
in his book Common Senſe, and aſcribe. any part of 
them to God Almighty ? And now, ye Deiſts, in Stock- 
port, Mancheſter, and London, in Great Britain, in 
France, and in America, what have ye got to ſay for 
Mr P. 's groſs contradictions? Will you {till believe the 
Age of Reaſon, and that the ſcriptures are fabulous? 
Why, you believe what Mr P. doth not believe himſelf, 
It is not my buſineſs to believe the reports which have 
been circulated reſpecting Mr P. * That he was bred a 
ſtaymaker, roſe to a place in the exciſe, that he was ex- 
pelled for ſome miſdemeanor, that in conſequence he fled 
to America, and that it was to revenge himſelf on the 

King and government of Great Britain, that he hath 

taken ſuch an active part in the American and French 

revolutions. The great queſtion, Are the ſcriptures the 

word of God? is a queſtion that cannot be anchored on 

the moral CHAKACTEkS of men. It could not affect the 

queſtion ; it could be no argument againſt the Age of 

Reaſon, though it had been written by the devil himſelf, 

It could not recommend this and other anſwers to the 

Age of Reaſon, though they were written by the angel 

Gabriel. The divinity of the ſcriptures is like chat 
Mount Sinai, from whence they were delivered, It may 
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be covered with a cloud. It may be wrapped in ſmoke, 
but it cannot be removed. But Mr Paine's contradic- 


tions ſhew, that he is a very unfit perſon to advocate 


either ſide of the queſtion. When a man's moral ſenti- 
ments become ſo ragged as to permit him to go into ſuch 
contradiftions, and that too on a queſtion in which the 
eternal happineſs or miſery ,of his fellow-creatures is 
concerned, it ſhews, that he is capable of any thing; he 
is prepared, and that willingly, to beg the queſtion ; 
knowingly to miſtake the queſtion; to ſacrifice truth to 
ſpecioſity, and to offer up the deareſt intereſts of mankind 
at the ſhrine of ridicule and buffoonry. This is what 
Mr P. hath done. The whole of lis Age of Reaſon is 
no better than “ the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion.” Tt 
totters on a miſtake of the queſtion, It proceeds on the 
ſuppoſition, that if Mr P. diſproves the perſonal teſtimo- 
ny of Moſes, Joſhua, Samuel, and the other Bible writers, 
he diſproves the divinity of the ſcriptures ; but Myr P. 
as I ſhall ſhew in this ſermon, hath never brought into 
view, he hath never attempted to diſprove, that public 
and univerſal evidence,by which alone, and independent of 
all the perſonal teſtimony of the Bible authors, the di- 
vinity of the ſcriptures is eſtabliſhed. In his Age of 
Reaſon, My P. tells all the world that he is not a be- 


+ liever. In his book Common Senſe, he loudly proclaims 


that he is no deiſt, for no honeſt deiſt will be ſo blaſphe- 
mous and profane, as to aſcribe lies and falſehoods to God 
Almighty Mr P. hath left mankind to conclude, or 
rather he hath drawn the inference upon himſelf, that he 
muſt be an atheiſt. If Mr P. had gone into any court 
of Juſtice, and given his eyidence in the ſame contradic-- 

& tory 


L 41 1 


tory manner that he hath given it for and againſt the di- 

vinity of the ſcriptures, he would have been in danger of 
having his ears cropt for perjury, and would have juſtly 
deſerved it; and yet this is the man wlio hath taken it 
upon him to laughi at the faith of all Chriſtians, to inſult 
the reaſon of the deiſts thearfelves,' by a miſtake of the 
queſtion, and by putting their cauſe on à partial view of 
the caſe. But My P. is not only at odds with himſelf, 
but he is often at odds with the moſt ſtubborn facts; he 
retails the moſt ſhameful falſehoods. In page 36. he ſays, 

that the book of Job carries no internal evidence of being 
an Hebrew book; that the Jews had no tranflation of the 
Aſtronomical names, Pleindet, Orion, and Arfurus.— 
But Mr P. only diſcovers his groſs ignorance in this aſ- 

ſertion, for the Hebrews had names for theſe conſtella- 
tions in their own language. In the Hebrew Bible, the 

word for Arcturus is Hus. The word for Orion is BEL, 

and the word for Pleiades is BIMA. I put the words in 
Roman inſtead of Hebrew characters, for the ſake of the 
Engliſh reader. The very formation of the ſentences, too, 
in what Biſhop Lowth calls paralleliſms, is peculiar to the 

manner of the Hebrews, and a ſtrong proof that the 
book of Job is an Hebrew, and not a Gentile compoſi - 
tion. In page 47. Mr P. denies that Iſaiah's prophecy to 
Ahaz was fulfilled, But, in the 14th chapter of 2d 
Kings, compared with the 28th chapter of 2d Chronicles, 
and the 7th chapter of Iſaiah, we find, that Iſaiah's pro- 
phecy reſpecting the deſtruction of the two kings, was 
literally fulfilled, and alſo within the time ſet by the pro- 
phet. It is Mr P. that is the liar and impoſtor, and not 
the prophet Iſaiah, But, a 


ah 


142 1 


2d, I ſhall inquire particularly into the nature and ex- 
tent of that evidence, which is neceflary to eſtabliſh the 


divinity of the ſcriptures ; and ſhew, that it is on a groſs 
miſtake of this evidence, that all Mr P.'s crippled and 
whiffling objections are founded. Now, this is the more 
neceſſary, ii, becauſe the Bible plentifully affords ſuch 
evidence ; and, ſecondly, becauſe it is upon a miſtake as to 
the nature, and on ignorance as to the extent, of ſuch evi- 
dence, that the whole of the Age of Reaſon proceeds, 
Mr P. undertakes to ſay, and indeed he puts the whole 
ſtreſs upon it (pages 3. and 4.), that our belief of the 
Bible, as being the word of God, depends altogether, 
fi, upon the certainty that the books were written by 
Moſes, Joſhua, and Samuel; and, ſecond!y, on the credit 
we give to their teſtimony. It is in this peeping view that 
the whole of Mr P.'s ſophiſtry lies. He confines his eye 
to the authenticity of particular authorſhip, inſtead of 
extending it to the public and continued evidence. He 
confounds individual teſtimony with, and miſtakes it for, 
thoſe public and miraculous facts, by which that indivi- 
dual teſtimony is authenticated; he poſitively begs the 
queſtion ; he afferts, that if he « can prove that the books 
aſcribed to Moſes, Joſhua, and Samuel, were not writ- 
ten by Moſes, Joſhua, and Samuel, then the authority 
and authenticity of thoſe books is gone at once.” By 
putting the queſtion on this narrow foot, Mr P. throws 
away the weapon by which he promiſed (page 6.) to com- 
bat the advocates of the Bible. Though he touches the 
handle of the ſword, he doth not handle the ſword it- 
ſelf. In taking up with individual teſtimony, he ſhews 
himſelf to be a far greater enthuſiaſt than any Bible be- 
liever. Mr P. rejects revelation, becauſe he ſays that the 
books 
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books were not written by Moſes, Samuel, and Joſhua, 
i, . if Mr P. could believe the teſtimony of the authors, 
or that the books aſcribed to them were written by them, 
then he would believe the Bible to be the word of God. 
But believers reſt their faith on evidence, altogether inde- 
pendent of the perſonal teſtimony of the particular authors, 
What then is the nature, and what is the extent, of that 
evidence which is neceſſary to eſtabliſh the divinity of 
the ſcriptures ? Reaſon, and the very nature of the thing, 
require, 

1/}, That the evidence be pub/ic. It muſt not lie in 
the peeping, cr muttering teſtimony of any intereſted, or 
revengeful individual, whether he be Moſes or Tom Paine. 

2d, It muſt be plain. As it is addreſſed to all men, 

who may die the next moment, it muſt not require a 
long time, and deep inveſtigation to underſtand it. It 
muſt be level to the capacity of the ſubject digging in a 
ditch, as well as of the philoſopher in his cloſet, or the 
king fitting on his throne. ' 

3d, It muſt be cogſſſent. It muſt not contradict 11 
in any thing eſſential to a revelation. 

- 4th, The evidence muſt be continued, both in nature 
and extent, the ſame to the laſt, as to the firſt genera- 
tions of men. It is upon ſuch evidence that the Bible 
plentifully affords it, the believers receive it as the word 
of God; if the matters which compoſe the Bible had 
been ſecret and perſonal tranſactions; if Moſes, Joſhua, 
and Samuel, had only told us of things ſeen by them, 
and ſpoken to them, then, and in this caſe, our belief 
muſt have depended on the teſtimony of Moſes, Joſhua, 
and Samuel, and, ſecondly, on the credit which we give 
to 
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to their teſtimony, But the Bible writers refer to evi- 
dence external of themſelves, to great and public tranſ- 
actions; to things done in the fight of thouſands, and 
in which it was impoſſible for the witneſſes to be deceived. 
This ſhews us that the teſtimony of Moſer, &c. is not 
eſſential to the divinity of the ſcriptures. Though Mr 
P. could diſproye the authenticity of the authorſhip, and 
he hath not done it, the queſtion would remain untouched, 
unleſs he could alſo diſprove the authenticity of the facts. 
The things related by Moſes, Joſhua, and Samuel, would 
be the fame. They would have the ſame authority had 
they been written by any other perſons, had the books 
been anonymous; had the author never been known, yea, 
though they had never been written at all.“ To ſet this 
| bg SF | matter 


* The patriarchs had no written revelation. Jeſus Chriſt did 
not command his apoſtles immediately to write, but to preach the 
goſpel, This ſhews that it is nt eſſential to the ſacts which com- 
poſe the Old ard New Teſtaments, or to our faith in them, that 
they muſt be written, I make this obſervation, to ſhew the reader, 
how childiſh it is in Mr P. to make ſuch a /p!utter about dates, 
If Mr P. will deny the facts of fcripture, becauſe of Anachro- 
niſms, he may alſo deny the exiſtence of the ſun and planets, be- 
cauſe all the philoſopbers differ about their apparent and real dia- 
meters. When Venus laſt made her tranſit over the ſun, ſhe ap- 
peared through Tome glaſſes as large as a ſhilling ; through others 
about the bulk of a horſe-bean, and through others no larger than 
a common pea, Some writers may ſay, that ſhe made her tranſit 
at one hour, and ſome at another : but theſe different appearances 
and times, could be no argument againſt the tranſit itſelf. In like 
manner, the great queſtion about the facts of the Bible is not ſo 
much, Did they fall out at ſuch a time ? or were they recorded by 
ſuch a'man ? but, Did they happen? Did the facts actually take 
place ? | 
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matter in a ſtrong light, to ſhew the material difference 
between the authenticity of particular authorſhip on which 
Mr P. puts the ifſue of the queſtion, and the authenticity 
of the great and public facts, by which the divinity of the 
ſcriptores is eſtabliſhed, I will put two caſes, and then 
ſhew how they apply to the preſent queſtion, Firſt, Sup- 
poſe three men, Moſes, Samuel, and Joſhua, to give their 
teſtimony, to ſwear to any ſecret tranſaction, viz. that 
they ſaw Ezekiel blow out Jeremiah's brains, and rob him 
of his money on Kennington Common, then, and in'this 
caſe, the faith of the judge and jury muſt reſt ſolely on 
the teſtimony of Moſes, Joſhua, and Samuel; and, ſe- 
condly, on the credit which they give to their teſtimony : 
And they muſt do ſo; for as the tranſaction from the cir- 
cumſtance of place was private, no other evidence for 
or againſt it could be found. But ſuppoſe, ſecondly, that 
Moſes, Joſhua, and Samuel, were to make affidavit, that 
they ſaw on a certain day, and at a certain hour, the King 
of Great Britain ride from' his own palace to the parlia- 
| ment-houſe; or, that they ſaw'the three criminals, Colley, 
1 Cole, and Blanche, led out, and hung at Execution Dock, 
for the murder of Captain Littleg or that they ſaw the 
ſun in an eclipſe, on this 25th day of March 1796, at 
eleven o'clock in the morning, then, and in this caſe, the 
individual teſtimony of Moſes, Joſhua, and Samuel, would 
not be an eſſential in our belief of theſe tranſactions; for - 
as the tranſactions themſelves muſt be public, the truth 
or falſchood of their exiſtence, could be authenticated by 
thouſands beſides them. The oath of Moſes, Joſhua, and 
Samuel, could not command belief, if theſe tranſactions 
were falſe, Their oath againſt them could not diſprove 
them, 
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them, if they were true - Theſe caſes are expreſily in 
point ; and let us ſee how they apply to that evidence on 
which the divinity of the ſcriptures reſts, Moſes, Joſhua, 
Samuel, Elijah, and Jeſus Chriſt, never called men to 
believe their individual teſtimony, but in ſo far as they 
could authenticate that teſtimony by interpoſitions made 
openly by God himſelf, and in the ſight of all the people. 
When Moſes went to ſpeak to the people, and toPharach, 
in Egypt, he did not tell them that the angel of the Lord 
had appeared to him in the burning buſh at the back of 
mount Horeb, Moſes knew that as this was a ſecret 
tranſaction, he would not be believed on his own indivi- 
dual teſtimony, It would have been unworthy of God to 
demand it, enthuſiaſtic in Moſes to expect it, and irra- 
tional in the people to give it. If Moſes could have pro- 
duced nothing more, he would have had no more claim 
to public credit, than the preſent Richard Brothers, in his 
letters to the King, or the famous G. Turner, in his di- 
vine communications. Inſtead of hearing him as a meſ- 
ſenger from God, Pharaoh would either have ſhut him 
up as a dangerous Jacobin, or kept him at large as a merry 
Andrew, for the amuſement of his court. Moſes was ſo 
far from reſting the truth of his divine legation to the 
people, on the appearance at the burning buſh, that he 
was not ſatisfied with it himſelf. He ſought a ſign, and 
the Lord gave him two; one by changing and rechanging 
his rod into a ſerpent z another by ſmiting his hand with 
the leproſy, and reſtoring it. By theſe miraculous cre- 
| dentials, Moſes opened his commiſſion ; he not only re- 
peated the ſign of the changing rod, but he wrought the 
ten different, and ever memorable plagues, in the fight of 

| all 


ET 


all the people“. The whole people were witneſſes of all 


the miracles preceding the deliverance, and of the final 
and dreadful miracle that atchieved it. The whole people, 
600,000, were witneſſes to the miracle in paſſing the Red 
Sea, and ſung an bymn compoſed by Moſes for the uſe 
of their children in all generations. The whole people 
ſaw the dreadful promulgation of the law from Sinai. 
The whole people were witneſſes of all the miracles 
wrought in the wilderneſs for the ſpace of forty years. 
They all eat of the manna, and drank of the water that 
flowed from the ſmitten rock. They all marched and 
reſted under the ſtandard of the pillar of cloud and fire. 
But Moſes not only reſted his commiſſion on theſe public 
and alarming facts, but when his authority was queſtioned, 
as we ſee in the 16th of Numbers, he vindicated his claims 
by a public appeal to God, and by immediate anſwers from 
heaven, By that time an idea appears to have prevailed, 
that Moſes had no more claim to the character of a public 
and particular legiſlator than any of the reſt; and as all the 
people had been equally partakers with Moſes in the 


' miraculous ſupport, and witneſſes of the divine interpo- 


fitions, one would think, that the idea was not only very 
natural, but might have been excuſed, But how doth 
God ſupport the claims of Maſes? Why, by new and 


deſtructive miracles on thoſe who denied them. Moſes 


had no ſooner made an end of ſpeaking, than the earth 

clave aſunder, and ſwallowed up the company of Corah. 

On the day following, 14,700 were killed, becauſe they 

murmured againſt Moſes ; and it was not till, by the au- 
| | thority 
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- thorky of Moſes; dau en nconeuigdt was wade, and the 
plague was ſtayed. But Moſes not only vindicated his 
legation by evidence, altogether independent of his on 
perſonal teſtimony while he lived, but when about to die, 
he appeals to the people themſelves for the truth of the 
divine appearances ; 'he alledges the truth of all the mi- 
racles which God had wrought upon them, and before 
them, as reaſons why they ſhould keep the law, The 
people, on the other hand, clench Moſes, Sce Deut. xxix. 
3. The ſtrong and continued attachment of the mo- 
dern Jews cannot be aceounted for on any other prin- 
ciple, than that their ſyſtem was originally from God. 
The Jews are neither Chriſtians nor deiſts. Moſes fore - 
told their diſperſion ; the loſs of their genealogy. He 


holds them up as 4 ſpectacle to all men, and curſes their 


rebellion as the cauſe of it, and yet they hold by him. 
Now, this plain, miraculous, and public evidence, was not 
only given to the Jews in the times of Moſes, but it is 
continued; it is equally miraculous and public to us. The 
fulfilment of the prophecies, is as certain evidence to us 
of the truth of the miracles, as the miracles were to the 
Jews, for the time being, of the divinity of the prophe- 
cies. What ſophiſtry is it then, in Mr P. to ſay, (page 
14.), that if we take away from Geneſis the idea«that 
Moſes was the author, there remains nothing but a book 
of downright lies. That the- ſtory of Eve and the ſer- 
pent, of Noah and his ark, drops to a level with the A- 
rabian Night Tales, without the merit of being enter- 

_ taining,” But when Mr P. was pulling down the Bible, 
he ought to have put it a little lower, The Night Tales 
are no lower than the ſurface of the earth, | But if Mr 
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P. or his diſciples, will dig in almoſt any art of Europe; 
Aſia, Afriea, and America, they will find a very enter. 
taining account of Noah and his ark. They will find 
the leaves, branches, and trunks. of trees ; ſea-ſhells in 
the middle of ſtones ; they will find the horns * of tags, 
and of other animals, as far below the ſurface of the 
earth, as the writings of Moſes ſay che waters. were. 
above it. This is an univerſal and ſtanding prof that. 
the whole ſurface of the earth hath onee been in a ſtate. 
of fluidity, The diverſity of human language cannot 
be accounted for at the firſt on any other principle than 
the confaſion at Babel, The particular hiſtories, too, in 
the books of Moſes, are referred to by the moſt ancient 
hiſtories, long before the time in which Mr P. ſuppoſes , 
the Bible to have been made. The moſt ancieut hiſto- 
Greeks, mention the carth's being formed out of a chaos. 
The names of Adam and Eve ate mentioned by Sanbo- 
niathan, The longevity of the antideluvians, by Berofut 
and Manethos. Noah's ark is mentioned by Bergſus. 
The family of Noah, and two of every kind, entering in- 
to the ark. And this is the exact account given by Moſes. 
The dove Noah ſent out of the ark, by Ad 
and Plutarch; the building of Babel, by Al ydenus ; the- 
burning of Sodom and Gomorrah, by Diodorue Sieulus, 
Strabo, and Tacitus ; ſome particulars of the hiſtory of 
Abraham, and of the other patriarchs, are mentioned by 
Beraſus the ſingular piety of the moſt ancient Jews, by 

Strabo and Juſtia. Some of David's atchievements are 


v See Dr Clarke's Sermons on the Attributes, 
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found in tlie Egyptian annals ; ſotne'of the actions of 

Elijah are mentioned by Menander, and acknowledged” 
by Julian himſelf f and Julian was not only as bitter 
an enemy to revelation; but a much more conſiſtent deiſt, 
than Ar P. The hiſtory of Jonah und the Whale, which 
Mr P. confiders ötily as a fatire, is mentioned as true by 
Lytogheron, and hy Enear Ganeun under the name of 
Herculus. Theſe inſlanccs ate ſtrong proofs of the au- 
thenticitF of the ſeriptures. They aſſigu a very proper 
reaſon for what Mr P. ſays, (page 4.) * Were I to refer 
for proofs to uny of the ancient authors whom the ad v. 
cates of the Bible call profane, they would conttovere 
that authority, as 1 controvert” their.“ But Mr P. 
knew that the profane authors world be all againſt them. 
So "we find, that"though he doth ndt fefer to profane 
authots, in his attempting to diſprove the books of Moſes, | 
he is glad to graſp at a ſhidow when hie can ſee it: he 
quotes Boulanger's Life of St Paul, againft'the New Te- 
tament. But the 'deifts will ery out, all this amounts 
to no more, than that ſuch böoks as thoſe aſeribed t 
Moſes, exiſled early, but there is no proof that theses 


books are lüfpired; but in the hiſtory of the Bible, We 


ſind the moſt awful lanctions practically attending the 
tranſgreſſion of its peculiar precepts, As mat in bre 
capable of moral excellence than any of the lower ani- 
mals, he muſt be more dear to the Almighty, and yet 2 
greater degree of infirmity is attached to the moſt beau- 
tiful part of the race, in the reproduction of the'ſpecits; 
tan is felt by the; joferior.,tribes. This is a ſtandiog 
proof of the firſt: fari; and of otie part of the curſe, The 
baleful effects of ehe fin of Ouamare ſuch as no prieſt 
b Mon] 18 1211 6g1d!- 
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and is a practical proof, that the precepts commanding 


L 51 J 
eoüld eiten wund er inliädk on d fanfic to lay (ſtent; 


individual purity muſt have. heen inſpiredꝰ . The Mor- 
bus Venereus is not to be found among the lower animals. 
It is to be found among + Pagans, who. never heard of 
the written word of God; and it is a practical proof, that 
the precepts which regulate the commerce of the ſexes 
muſt have been inſpired. Our Lord's command, Love 
your enemies, is ſo far above human power, without the 


influence of the ſpirit of God, as to ſhew it could not be 


of human invention The frequent, if not univerſal 
diſcovery, of ſecret murder, is a daily proof of the di- 
vinity of that denunciation, Mboſo. ſbeddeth man's blood, 
by f man, ſball bis blood be ſbed. Now, how is it that we 


thus ſee Mr. P. s ( Mord of the Creation,” pointing to 
the written word, and by ſuch; continued and tremendous 


ſanctions, as are altogether above the power of man 


either to command or prevent. This is a practical proof 


of what is aid in the text, that all ſcripture is given by 
inſpiration of God. Mr P. admits, that Jeſus Chriſt 
was a worthy reformer, a good moral charaſter. Now, 


Chriſt quoted the writings of Moſes as of divine au- 
thority. Sometimes he mentions. Moſes, by name; and 
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+ It firuck the author's mind vety much; that in ihe aa 


ment he was writing the above text, his daily newſpaper. from 


London came in, and mentions ve different murderers, all * 
up together at Wincheſter. 
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Jewiſh nation, as the author of the books aſcribed to him. 
| Sometimes, again, he quotes the writings, with iout men- 


tioning Moſes'; and this fully thews, that Moſes being 


the author was not an eſſential 0 the books baz of al- 
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equally plain, conſiſtent, public, and continued, as that 


of the Ola: When Jeſus Chrilt challenged the atten- 
tion and faith of men, he did not reſt his being the Bon 
of God, or che divinity of his doftride, 4 Mr F. Ig o. 
riuntly fays, on the “ teſtimony of Joſeph and Mary,” 

he at all times charged his Aae TT A 
plicit faith ; I bear witneſs of myſelf; #y une, 1. e. 
my perſonal teſtimony, independent of thy works, 7r net 
„ut, bit the works which 1 48 in ny Fathlet's nume, 
they bear witneſs of me ebe Jens bepdt pe 
out Jeſus 4s the Meſſiah, 2 l 15 * ne 
Joſeph and Mary, but on che publie telttrssuy of Gel 
Aal * voice fromthe mh glory bn the banks 
of Jordin.” The devils cottfeſtell Chirit's aivinity,” be: 


cauſe they felt tis powel, We Bao ub, "Yaſs, b don 


of thi moft High God, aft ibn db iö lh u Waffert 
14 H; When the apoſtes preached Jeſus as the Son 
of God, and his doftrine ad divine, they did nöt dö it 
on the e teſtimony of Jelas Walke muck'lefs on 
the teſtimony of Joſeph and Mary, pretending that an 
ane? told them ſo, but they reſted all 6n the great” and 
ctowning miracle of the reſurre@tion. crit tad Put 
his whole charafter and doctrine on i this, Dot 1 
temple, and i in three days Tut raiſe it « This he Hole ' 
of "the "Here of bis body. ©  Keedrdingly, len che 
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apoliles. wrought miracles in the name of Chriſt, as 
proof of their commiſſion from bim, they always referred 
to the great fact of our Lord's reſurrection, as Proof both 
of his deity, and of the ,Uvinity o of his doctrine. The 
reſurrettion is the grand chorus in all the apoſtolic ſer- 
mons. When John received the revelation in Patmos, 
it was not even the teſtimony « of Jeſus ſpeaking really or 
viſionally from heaven, but Jeſus appeared to Jobs 1 in the. 
very fame God-like cherackers in which he bad aged 
while on earth. A: am be that liveth and , Was « dead, and 
bebold, I am abs for ever mare, Amen, 6 and have, the 
keys rl 9nd of, death ; and when John was com 
to write the Ws to the ſeyen churches of Alis, every ; 
epiſtle was to be prefaced with. ſuch a a character of the 
Lord, Chriſt, 4 Jeſus himſelf had realiſed in bis own | 
perſon among men, and hefore his aſcenſion, And this 
public evidence, independent of all, the perſonal teſti- 
mony of the New Teſtament writers, is continued down 
tous. I the Jews, and our Lord's immediate apoliles, 

were witneſſes, of his. miragles, we are witneſſes of che 
fulfilment of his prophecies. . The fulfilment of the New 
TeCawept prophecies, i in the riſe and progreſs « of deim, 
13 as true, and more extenſive, though not ſo ſtriking, 
evidence to us of the divinity of the New Teſtament, 


ag, if we had beep epe-witneſſes of our Lord's healing 
the bligd Nn or of f his tclurrection from the dead. Mr 
Vi VE 77 3 great other, about the \Hſſexent, and 
what, he calls the contradiQtory genealogies. given by St 
Matthew, and Ff, Luke ; hut, not to ſqy that a perfectly 
correct. genealogy 3s - not neceſſary to our faith, Mr P, 
ad ch his groſs i Ignorance, in calling them con- 

D 3 tradictory. 
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tradictor y. Matt bew gives the genealogy of "Joſeph, 

but it is only for about 2000 years from Abraham to 
Chri it Luke gives us the genealogy of Mary, for near 
4000 years, namely, from Adam to Chrift. This view 
of the genealogy ſufficiently accounts for Matthew's being 
only 28 generations, and Luke 43. Matthew's genea” 
logy is not only of a different perſon, but of a different 
and ſhorter period, than that of Luke. From this re- 
view it fully appears, that the ſcriptures contain all that 
evidence which is neceſſary to eſtabliſh their divinity, 
We believe the ſcriptures to be the word of God, not on 
the perſonal teſtimony of the writers, but upon the great 
and public evidence of thouſands, who were eye and ear 
witneſſes of the facts which they record. We believe 
not upon that evidence as it was temporary in the public 
miracles, wrought in the times of Moſes, Elijah, and of 
Chriſt ; but in that evidence as continued through all 
generations, and now before” our own eyes, in the fulfil- 
ment of Old and New Teſtament prophecy ; and it is by 
leaving the Bible, by taking up with perſonab teſtimony, 
by profanely reducing God Almighty to the character of 
a quack, and conjurer, and all mankind to the character 
of dupes and mumpers, that all Mr P.'s crippled and 
whiffiing objections are founded. I ſhall conclude this 
head, by adding a table of fourteen eminent writers, who 
wrote upon the books of the New Teſtament, and all in 
the fourth century; and ſo many writers, all ſo early as 
the fourth century, is ſtrong proof that the New Teſta- 


ment, long before their N had been held as of divine 
puthoriey. 


Euſebius 


5115 But, | 275 | 
1111 gay, I will ſuppoſe. 2 is Fe in es in his ob- 


1 


Euſebius, A. b. 31 5 Gregory Nyſen, 37 
| Juvenius, Spain, : 330 Dydimus of Alex, 370 


Thegdore, Thrace, | þ 334. Ambroſe of Milan, 374 
ps Fortunatus, * 30 34 Diodore of Tarſus, Mi 378 


. Hilary, r ; 4 54,  Guadett, 155 Bfeleia, * 387 
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jiect ions I will ſuppoſe; for the ſake of argument, though 


not grant, that the ſcriptures are fabulous, that the Bible, 
conſiſting of prophecy, miracle, and myſtery,,is a fraud of 
- prieſts, a groſs | impoſition. on mankind. | But the prin- 
T | ciples by which Mr P. tries to eſtabliſh this, axe the 
ſtrongeſt arguments that che ſeriptures are true; for if 
they are falſe, no deiſt can viudicate the moral juſtice of 


God. To ſet this argument in a clear light, I will aſk 


Me P. wiſhes to eſtabliſh in bis Age of Reaſon? They 
1 all ſummed up in the following particulars : 

/, That man ſtands. in the ſame relative and moral 
"oleic with God, as at the beginning. 

2d, That the works of God in es, is Ache only 
r of God, and « ſuflicient. to direct our conduct, and 
| ſecure our happineſ s 1444 » \ 

za, That the Bible, confiting of we sep 
and myſtery, is a fraud 1 1 and a groſs. impoſition 


f on mankind! And, An | q Yah \ 317 3f 


4th, That it is the 4 of every t true weil, Pages 
D 4 cate 


K 56 ] 
_ eate the moral juſtice of God againſt the calumnies of 
the Bible, R een WI ber 
No, let us look how theſe principles will agree, and 
we ſhall ſee that the third, like Moſes's ſerpent in Egypt, 
will ſwallow up all the reſt, if man ſtands in- the ſame 
25 well as others, if man hath not fined, if he is not the 
ſubject of any moral depravity, it would be altogether un- 
natural jor him ita beguilty of any fraud whatever. MyP.”s 
Typpoſitiov, then, that, the Bible is a fraud, deſtroys his 
A apd relative connefQtion with God as at the firſt. That 
the Bible is a fraud, is, of all others, the moſt unworthy 
 1dgp, we gan entertain of God's moral juſtice, as. the go- 
Pana of, the world, It. is no reply ta. chis, that we 
Bible believets conſider the deluſions of Mahomet and 
Antichriſt as frauds, and that theſe frauds. have exiſted 
under the moral government of God; for ſuppoſing the. 
_ Bible to be a, fraud, it is a fraud. altogether ui generii, 
and entirely different from the deluſions of Mahomet 
land Antichriſt. Theſe laſt are but of late date. They 
_ Fontajn no prophecies that they ſhall continue. As the 
Bible forewarns men of their cauſes, riſe, and progreſs, 
ſo it markedly foretels their deſtruQtion ; but the Bible 
_ hath, exiſted in ſubſtance, though not in form, for near 
$000 eng., It. 6 hath not only exiſted from the begin- 
ning, but it contains Bold, clear, and repeated prophecies, 
, that it ſhall continue and ſpread univerſally, till the end 
of time, It threatens the deſtruction and final extirpa- 
tion of all other ſyſtems. It prophecies that “ all the 
\ ends 


8 

ends of the earth hall remember, and turn unto the Lord, 
that the knowledge of the Lord fball cover the earth, 
as the waters cover the ſea, and that the kingdoms of the 
world ſhall become the kingdomit of our Lord, and of bis 
Cbri lt threatens eternal deſtruction to all who will 
not receive; believe, and obey it. Now, what can be 
more unworthy of God, than to permit a fraud of this 
kind to exiſt. It is conſiſtent with the moral juſtice of 
God to permit temporary frauds, as the puniſhment of 
fin, on the ſuppoſition that man is fallen. Such frauds 
we ſee every day ; but when we confider'the Bible as 
tach a fraud; as it muſt be on Mr P,”s ſuppoſition, and 
it pretends to-all; atid more than T have ſtated, nothing 
could be more unworthy of God than to permit it. The 
ſuppoſition amounts to an undeifying of the Almighty. It 
repreſents God, and for ho cauſe, as putting the Bible 
into the hands of u few men called prieſts, to the de- 
ſtruction of all others in every generation. When we 
conſider the great extentof Bible prophecy and threatening 
as reaching to eternity, Mr P.'s ſuppoſition makes God 
inferior io man; it repreſents God as eternally bound 
by his moral juſtice to check the fraud, but never able 
to do it. But Mr P.'s ſuppoſition is not only inconfiſt. 
ent with God's moral juſtice in the abſt ract, but it is re- 
pugnant to all the praQtical diſplays of it in common pro- 
vidence. Frauds in every age have been generally diſ- 
covered, and often puniſhed. The purity of the divine 
government ſhewed itſelf in the deſtruction of the old 
world by the flood; in Sodom and Gomorrah, by fire and 
brimſtone from heaven ; and if Mr P. will controvert 
theſe hiſtories becauſe they are contained in the Bible, 

he 
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How oſten hath, Mr P, ſeen. the moſt, atrocious wicked- 
ao neſs diſcloſed, and that by means altogether unexpected. 
le oſten hath. the ſpy been brought to that gib- 
pet which like Haman, he had ſet up for another. — | 
Huy oſten do we ſee murderers, when they cannot be 
tracedſby open and regular evidence, come forward and 
'» confeſs themſelves? , No, if Mr P. reckons it worthy 
of the / moral juſtice of God, to. diſcover or puniſh v, what 
may bo a cuuſe of, oppreſſion. or deſtruttion to, an indivi- 
'© dual; he muſt reckon it unworthy to let that continue 
whichſis univerſally hurtful, Mr P.'s ſuppoſition, that 
ebe Bible is a fraud, is diſnonourable to the reaſon of 
mas in, all former generations, and irreconcileable to 
-»thehiftory; of the progreſs of the human mind. In the 
biſtoty of the human mind, the greateſt, miſtakes have 
hen diſcovered and corrected. When the ancients ſaw 
moe mercury riſe in the barometer tube, or water in a 
common pump, they, gave as a reaſon for it, that © nature 
'N - abhorred. a vacuum. But experimental philoſophy hath 
Aiſeovered, that it, is, owing, to the ꝓxeſſure of the atmo- 
ſphete. Men no longer believe tlie earth. to be flat like 
a trenehet, and the ſtars like ſo, many nails in a horſe 
ſhoe. Now, if {ugh miſtak es have been correQed, how 
is it that the fraud of the Hible hath eſcaped, if there 
were any. It, would be paying too great a compliment 
to Mr F. to ſay, that as other. philoſophers have corrected 
miſtakes in the natural, he is now clearing out the rub- 
biſhof the moral world; Mr P, hath ſaid nothing new. 
Believers in the Bible baye ſeen, all Mr P 8 obje&ions 
_- before (he publiſhed. his; Age, of, Reaſon;; ſome;of theſe 
they conſider as quite immaterial. Others are of greater 


N moment; 
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moment; but at the ſame time, when they ſee theſe, they 
ſee greater on the fide of deiſm. The belief of the Bible 
doth not, like the principles of deiſm, caſt any ſcandal on 
the divine government.” Could dot "the ſame ſtrength of 
underſtanding, by which Sir Iſaac Newton could paſs 
from the dropping of an apple from the tree; to the diſ- 
covery of the great law of gravitation, ulſo have ſeen 
into the prieſteraft of the ſcriptures ?''"Mr P.'s Age of 
Reaſon practically ſays, that all men have been round- 
heads and idiots ſince the world began. That che Bible 


is a fraud of prieſts, is inconſiſtent with tlie great law of 


ſelf.preſet vation. One dog will not ſtand; if he can fly 
in the ſtreet, till another tear him in pieces; but thou- 
ſands of prieſts themſelves have died as mirtyrs for the 
divinity of the ſcriptutes'; but, decording to M P. they 
have all died as madmen änd as fbols. Tliis Thews' us. 
the very philoſophic and extenſive nature of deiſtical 
charity. It denies the univerſality of the law of ſelf- 
preſervation. It tramples on the blood of the martyrs, 
and ſwears that God is liar.” Mr P.'s ſuppoſition that 
the Bible is a fraud, is inconſiſtent with his own account 
of the abilities and learning of prieſts. Ih page 85. he 
ſays, that the ſum- total of a parſon's learning, is hie, hc, 


| boe, &c. Now, how is it that if the goſpel be an in- 


vention of ſuch ' inſignificant men, it hath been able to 
put an end to Jewiſh monarchy, and heathen/idolatry.— 
How was it, in the firſt ages, that a number of illi- 
terate fiſhermen put to flight both the Jewiſh prieſts, and 
the Gentile philofophers ? Mr P. without telling him, 
affords the reader one of the ſtrongeſt arguments for the 
divinity of the ſcriptures. Frauds, like cantion-bullets, 
are dark and heavy things; they require the authority 

| of 
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along ; but the goſpel, like he meridian-ſun, ſheds its 
aid. Speaking therefore far myſelf, if J had no other 
reaſop to heligve the Bible to be true, than the ſacyifice. 
L muſt, make to believe it to be fabulous, that alone would 
be ſuflicient to determine my choice. But ſtill the deiſts 
will cry on, An Moſes and Llazar the prięſt, and all 
the pr ines of, the cangregatian, went, forth to meet them 
without the, comp, and Meſis was wroth withths, officers. 
of, abe baſh, with the captains guer thouſands, and captains 
over, hundreds ;, and; Maſes ſaid, Haus ye, ſaved, all the 
women alive Babold, theſe cauſed the children of 1ſrae!, 
Caiaſt the; Lord, in the matter of Pear. s and there was g 
Plague among the prople. Now, Jil} ye every male among 
the little ones, and till ye every woman that bath known 
nas by, lying. by him : Hut all the, women children that 
have not, ingum a man by lying by bim, ye Shall ſave aliue 
for your ſelvgs.” .\ This paſſage naturally ſuggeſts the two 
following dueſtions; 1/4 Why were the women who 
had Kaon, man by; lying by him, and the males among, 
the little one, hilled 1, 24, Why, were the women, chil - 
drev ho had net. kpown. man. by lying by him ſav ed? 


Why. were che, women who-bad, known man by lying by 
him, killed? The text anſwers this queſtion, and the 

anſwer is worthy of the moral juſtice of God. Behold, 
theſ& eauſed the children of Iſruel to commit treſpaſs a- 
gain 1 Tor, in the mutter of Por." The intention then, 


of e cutting, off Juc h woinen, was partly t to puaith' W 0 


. 505 


N prevent it for int , Bagl-yeor,, was wor- 
ive 


„„ 

{ipped' by we ſacrifice” of chalkity, by fuch writes os = 
were uſed in the worſkip'of Bacchus; Ofiris;/ an Venus 
rites the ſame ag the PB and” MAH,” and which b 
defly forbids us to dame This is plain fromthe natng 
of che idol, though we had no other evidente- Bail 
peor ügvißes, in dhe klebrese, me gbä of opening or 
ſhatne; and che very name of the god was expreſſive of 
the manner in which he vras worſhipped.” Now, as f 
theſe women had been guilty, they were cut off, thut the 
migbt not be ſuares to the Ifrablites in futurb. Why, 
again, were all the males among the little ones tan? Be. 
cauſe they were all devoted to the ſervice of Ball pebr- 
Befides the ſacrifices of chaſtity, Pror was worſitpped vy 
human factifices.” Alf the males were devoted, che flrft 
born to be priefts, and the younger fons tb be füerißees, 
it their fiituily "ſhould nerd them: Nov, y puttitig/ 
them all to death, Moſes cut off all octaſſon bf iĩddlatry; 
ne "deprived the Ifraelites both of prieſte and ſaerifees 
Why, thirdly,\ were ülb the women children; who bad 
not kiioivn man by lying wim Him; pleſer ved? Not, us\ 
Mr P. ignorantly and chice fays (page r 5.) for the 
purpoſe of debauchery, hut becaufe they were innocent. 
As they Wete tibt coe to age, they tould net wörhiß 
Pebt by the (acrifite'of 'thaltity.” They had nöt Ile the 
males , bach dedicated to Ballipeor, In this? way it 
gt bak nortioup eic erowins 0 A belli gy! 

ods, bot) to valiant; Ierrom 507 to yimow ei nt 

* „ urſt born and younger ſons. were Al dedicgte d, a 


- Pais ancient piſtory,; and it was.this cirenmſtante, a is 
d Prefident 1 Forbes, whi high mage th the. plague 
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was both, becoming the moral juſtice of God, and the 
great end of the theocracy, to preſerve them. Behold 
then, ye deiſts, in this diſpenſation, the purity of the di- 
vine government! Behold both the ſeverity and goods 
neſs of God towards them that fell; ſeverity, in-puniſhing. 
them for idolatry ; towards you aad me goodneſs, in 
warning us of our danger. But the ſuppoſition that 
Moſes put ſo many people to death wantonly, is alto: 
gether inconſiſtent with Mr P.'s declaration, that Moſes 
was an impoſtor. For what is the character of an impoſ- 
tor? In every age, impoſtors have been publicly virtuous, 
and privately vicious; ; but, according to Mr P. Moſes muſt 
have been privately virtuous, and publicly vicious. it is 
the character of an impoſtor to follow, his own principles 
as much as poſſible, but to ſave all appearances with the 


people. Bur Moſes murdering ſo many perſons would 


have been expreſsly contrary to his own law, Thou ſhalt 
not till, His preſerving the female 'children, for the 
low ends alledged by Mr P. would have been in the very | 
teeth of his own law, Thow ſhalt not cover, and Thou bal 
not commit adultery. If any deiſt ſay that theſe laws 
were only for the Jews among theniſelves, I deny it; for 


of man, God killed all their prieſts ; by cutting off all the firſt 
born of cattle, he deſtroyed all their facrifices: ſo that the Egyp- 
tians were not only in great diſtreſs, but they were without all 
remedy, They had neither prieſt nor ſacrifice ; and they could 
not lawfully approach unto their gods. This too was the end of 
Godin the deſtruction, Nambers xxxi. By cutting off all the males, 
and all the grown women, he deſtroyed both the prieſts and ſa- 
crifices of Baal- peor. The Iſraelites had neither prieſt nor ſa- 
crifice, and ſo they could not worſhip him, 


6 5 > 1 
the law of Moſes made proviſion for ſtrangers, Tb 
Salt not ven 4 Arunger, for ye 'were' ſtrangers in tb 
land of Egypti When the Jews ſaw an aſs falling under 
its burden; they were to keep ĩt up · When they found 
a birdꝰs noſt in the field; they were not to take the dam 
from the young. No, it would ſtagger err n 
timents of che worſt men; to ſee a man pretending deli- 
cacy and ſqueamiſhneſs ahout hertying a bird's neſt, and 
making ho ſtand at putting ſo many of his fellow«erea« 
tures to death. I know that the enemies of revelation 
will anſwer-all-this by the old proverb. hat a Kalb ei 
will quiet a hungry dog, that the people were filet 
upon this oecaſion, becauſe they purtoc of the ſpoil- 
But, in the a th chapter of Numbers; werſee 24, ///| 
the Iſraelites themſelves but off, becaſe they; had been 
guilty in the inſtance of Zimri and Coſbi. Moſes „ 1 
no ſpoil to buy the conſeienoes of the ſutv vors on this 
occaſion, | and yet they make no complaint. On theſe 
principles; it is evident, that the deſtructibn of the grown 
women, and male little ones, Numb. xxxi;was' not 2 
wantoii and mercenary aſſuſſination but a neceſſary pu- 
niſhment of open idolatry. But though I were to grant 
that inſtance to be aſſaſſination, and done under the g0- 
vernment of God, it would be no greater argument a- 
gainlt revealed religion than ſimilar calamities, Where 
there i is no Bible, are againſt Mr P.'s 5 word of the « etea- 5 
tion The heathen, in cold blood, offered their children | 
in ſacrifice! to Baal-peor. In Mr P.'s own enlightened 
times, the king of Dabony cuts off anuually a great num 
ber of his people's heads, in honour of his anceſtors- In 
one of the eruptions' of Vaſivius, 90, o00 perſons were 

deſtroyed. 
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| deſtroyed. Thouſands of children periſkcd in the earth- 
quake by which Liſbon was ſunk, 1756. Thouſands of 
infants die daily of all kinds of diſeaſes. Now, it is all 
one, whether children are cut off by the ſword, or in any 
other way. Mr P. then eventually argues againſt his 
own word of the creation, when he quotes the 3 iſt of 
Numbers againſt revealed religion. Mr P.“s principles 
deſtroy one another. His ſuppoſition that the Bible is a 
fraud, is literally inconſiſtent with every idea of God's | 
moral juſtice, I ſtall conclude this ſermon by obſerving, 

until Mr P. diſproves the truth of our Lord's reſurrec- 
tion. This is the great event to which all the Old Teſ- 
tament prophets look forward; it is the great point on 
wine. un e nant to, which ol the ene 
look back. It may be compared to the 4ey-flone in an 
arch, it ſupports the whole fabric, Though Mr P. 
guibbles about it, by ſome ſeeming contradictions in the 
perſonal teſtimony of the individual Evangeliſts, he hath 
nat, becauſe he could not, attack. the public and impreg- 
nable evidence by which the reſurrection is authenticated 
by the deſcent of the Spirit on the day of Pentecoſt , and 
by the fulfilment of Chriſt's prophecies +, in the deſtruc- 


* Sce Ads, ſecond chapter, 
"+ Joſephus and Rollin. 
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Hines tells er when Sir ea ade was: 
once in converſation with Door Halley, a profeſſed. 
deift, che doctor began to throw out ſome indecent re- 
fleions againſt Chriſtianity, and Si- Tſaac ſtopt him ſhort 
in the following words? Doctor Halley, I am always 
happy to bear you wben vou ſpeak upon aſtronomy, of 
which you have ſtudied; and well underſtand; but you 
ſhould never talk of Chriſtianity, for that is'aſubje& you 
have not ſtudied, and I am certain you know nothing of 
the matter. I am not ſo weak as to apply this obſer- 
vation to all the deiſts; many of them are men, not 
only of great natural genius, but they have ſtudied re- 

; = * vealed 
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_ vealed religion: but I am ſure the obſervation will ap- 
ply in all its force to Mr Thomas Paine, the author of 
The Age of Reaſon : he fneers .at the Bible revelation 
from no other cauſe but his gro/s ignorance of that godlile 
evidence by which the divinity of the ſcriptures is ſup- 
ported. But, after all the flings from pert ignorance on 
the one hand, or learned fophyſbry on the other, the evi- 
dence of the goſpel ſtands where it was: it is like a rock 
in the midſt of the ſea ; the devouring billows roar around 
it, they daſh over it; but, after all their united efforts, 
the rock keeps its own place, while the billows retire 
broken, and murmuring at their diſappointment, It is 
an unchangeable reality what the apoſtle” aſſerts in the 
words of my text, that, all ſtripture is given by inſpira- 
"0 OT pt now proceed to the 

I. part of the Plan, namely, to aſſign the cAusEs or 
ade and out of a great variety, ae rap ap 
the follow ing. 

- bf, The bad lues of many who profes Chridtianity, 
When our Lord is foretelling the fate of his goſpel, he 
ſays, that Becauſe iniguity ſhall abound, the: love of many 
field bringing forth. wheat, and tares. 5 he repreſents his. 
profeſſing followers. under the idea. of a mixad flock of 
Sheep and goats + and it is a melancholy reflection, that 
thouſands. who profeſs revealed: religion in words, deny it 
In practise. This was: the caſe in our Lord's times; and 
hence, we hear him ſaying to the twelve, Mili ye alſo. go 
he males that bitter complaint with a ſorrowful heart, 
and his eyes full of tears, when writing to the Pbilip- 

I prans, 
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now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the 
erofs of Chrift, whoſe end is deflruftion, whoſe God is their 
belly, whoſe glory is in their ſhame, who mind earthly things. 
Now, when wea# minds ſee men practically contradicting 
the truth, they very unpbiloſopbically deny the truth it- 
ſelf. But, the bad lives of ſome profeſſing Chriſtians is 
no argument againſt the truth. When we fee a man 
profeſſing Chriſtianity the ſubject of any mean paſſion ; 
when we ſee him ſtumbling and falling into the fouleſt 
crimes ; when we ſee him a obapel ſaint, and an houſe 
devil; we can draw nothing from it againſt the truth: all 
the inference which reaſon allows us to make is, that 
fuch a man is a hypocyite, a difſemblor ; his practice cons 
tradicts his profeſſion : but the truth preſerves its origi. . 
nal purity 3 it is altogether ind poud of the condult 
of men. 

A man (fays Monfuur Vohaive) may love God, and 
yet kill his father; but it is impoſſible that the goſpel 
eun be true, when ſo many of its profeſſors live in all 
kinds of debauchery.” This is a piece of Voltaire's 
common rant ; it is a proof of the weakneſs, or rather 
of the entnity, of his own mind at God and revealed re- 
ligion, but it is no argument againſt the truth, Tt is no 
argument againſt the fkill of a phyfician, that his patient 
will not follow his preſcriptions : this will prove the 
patient to be ſelf-willed and refractory; but the fitneſs 
of the medicines, and the {kill of the phyfician, are alto« 
gether unaffected. A bad practice is an argument againſt 
a man's ſincerity j it proves that he doth not believe, 
that he doth not feel the truth ; but it is no argument 
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againft the goſpel itſelf, Wherever the truth is known 
and believed, it will have a holy and purifying efficacy 
on the temper and conduct. Nou ye are clean through 
the word. We have renounced the hidden things of diſ- 
honefly. Seeing ye have purified your hearts by believing 
the truth to the unſeigned love of the brethren. Ye * 
one another with a pure heart \fervently*. | 
2d, Partial views of the divine 8 and limited 
views of the divine government, are cauſes of deiſm.— 
God is a being poſſeſſed of all poſſible perfections; he is 
hot only good, wiſe, and powerful, but he'is infinitely 
holy and juſt. Now, as God is thus poſſeſſed of all poſ- 
ſible perſection, he muſt regulate his moral government 
af the univerſe by a regard to the whole. It would be 
unworthy of God to exerciſe his goodneſs and power, to 
the diſparagement of his juſtice and holineſs ; it would 
be equally unworthy of God to diſplay his juſtice and 
holineſs at the expence of his goodneſs and mercy. It 
hath been by not attending to this enlarged view of the 
divine perfections and government, that thouſands of 


* What weakneſs, then! what ſophiſtry! what villainous and 
prieſtly juggling is it in Mr P. (page 12.) to ſay, that the Bible 
hath © ſerved to corrupt and brutaliſe mankind !” Mr P. and 
the deiſts pretend to be men of reaſon ; but it would be as reaſon- 
able to argue, that there is no water in the 0hio, becauſe it is 
ſometimes darkened and thickened by a land flood, or by the 
building of the Baver ; that there is no-gold in the mines of Meni- 
co and Peru, becauſe it is mixed with alloy, Such reaſoning i is 

nothing but the froth, the ſcum of à rank moral depravity : For he 
" that doth the will of my Father who is in heaven, he fa know 
I. e. he ſhall have a heart-felt and liappy experience, e my doctrine, 
whether it be of God, 1 


23 
men have commenced deiſts: they meaſure the diſpenſa- 
tions of God by one, and not by all the divine perfeQions ; 
and then, like My P. they ſnart at every thing which 
doth not tally with their own contracted views. When 
the Bible tells us, that the Hebrews borrowed the golden 
ear-rings, &c. of the Egyptians, the deiſts cry out, that 
God is a God of goodneſs, of untainted moral juſtice, 
and that ſuch a conduct was altogether unworthy of the 
divine theocracy. But the Hebrew word rendered borrow 
ſigniſies to receive, without implying any promiſe to re- 
fund or return. God, too, is the ſovereign diſpoſer of 
all property; and it is every way worthy of God to 
transfer property from one man to another. But it 
would haye been unworthy of the theocracy, if the He- 
brews had done otherwiſe : they bad not only been op- 
preſſed, but the Egyptians had with-held their wages. 
The Hebrews were outlaws in that country, and could 
not compel them before the courts of juſtice ; but this 
could never cut down their right upon the great and 

eternal principles of common equity. The command, 
then, given to the Hebrews, to borrow of the Egyptians, 
was in every view worthy of the theocracy; it was the 
voice of Heaven, interpoſing between the oppreſſor and 
the oppreſſed ; it was a practical exemplification of that 
great natural principle, Render to all their due. What- 
ſoe ver ye would that men ſhould do unto you, do ye even 
fo to them. It is equally a proof of the divinity of the 
ſcriptures, and of the purity of the divine government. | 
It is owing to ſuch partial and limited views of the di- 
vine government, that the deiſts take ſo much offence at 
the expulſion of the Canaanites, and giving their land to 
E 3 een 
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the Hebrews: like Mr Paine, in other inſtances, the 
deiſts either beg or miſtake this queſtion, It is miſla- 


king the queſtion to aſk, What right had the Hebrews to 
drive out the Canaanite, and take his property ? It is beg- 
ging the queſtion to aſk, Was it not partial and unworthy 
of (50d. to eſtabliſh one nation on the ruins of another? 
The queſtion about the expulſion cannot, and ought not 
to be argued from any national right, from the right of 
firſt poſſeſſion, nor from the right of invaſion ® or con- 
queſt : the Hebrews never alledged, nor ſet up any claim 
to the land of Canaan, either civil or religious. But 
the great and only queſtion is, What are the rights of 
God, as Lord of the univerſe, as the moral governor of 
the world? Whether is it becoming his moral govern- 
ment to puniſh one nation by the ſword of another, for 
the groſſeſt immoralities ? Now, the hiſtory of the Ca- 
naanites on the one hand, and that of the Hebrews on 
the other, fully ſhews that this is the great queſtion at 
iſſue, God could have deſtroyed the idolatrous Canaan- 
ites in a moment, by fire from heaven, as in the caſe of 
Sodom ; or ſunk them by an earthquake, as in the in- 
ſtance of Corah and his company: but in driving them 
out by little and little, by the ſword of the Hebrews, he 
diſplayed his goodneſs and mercy ; he waited their re- 
pentance and reformation, So he gives it as a reaſon for 
his long ſuffering, that the iniquity of the Amorites is 
not yet full. In deſtroying them finally, God manifeſted 
the purity and holineſs of his government, —This, too, 

fully 


* See Lowman's Intention * the an Government of the 
Hebrews, 


CI 
fully appears from the hiſtory of the Hebrews ; for ne - 


ſooner did they fall of into the idolatry of the nations, 
A of Thy 
niſhed by a foreign power, 

This thort review fully fhews what was 4 
tention of the theocracy in the expulſion. It was not 
wantonly to reduce and cut down any right of the Ca- 
naanites: it was not to announce, to force, or eſtabliſh any 
claim of the Hebrews ; for the earth is the Lord's, and 
the fulneſs thereof; and all other rights are out of the 
queſtion ; but it was to preſerve the knowledge, and 
worſhip, and obedience of the one true God, and teſtify 
the purity of the divine government by the puniſhment 
of idolatry. What ſophifiry, then, is it in che deiſts to 
quarrel with a mere nonentity ; to bring the charges of 
cruelty and partiality againſt the government of God, in 
the very inſtance where it is deeply marked with long- 
ſuffering, goodneſs, mercy, purity, and every other fea- 
ture that is worthy of God. The deiſts, like Mr P. 
bewilder themſelves in a ſmoke of their own raifing, and 
then they aſcribe the darkneſs to the meridian ſan. If 
God were to addreſs ſuch unreaſonable * and wicked men 
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There is not one diſpenſation of providence, either merciful 
or wrathful, recorded in ſcripture, but what is every way worthy 
of God as the moral governor of the world, if Mr P. and the 
other deifts, will meaſure it by all the divine and #noyon perſec- 
tions: and to argue on more confined principles is unfair ; it is 
unreaſonable ; it is wicked, I ſhall ſuppoſe Mr P. to fit for his 
picture: how would he take it, and what would he ſay, if, inſtead 
of giving the world a full face, the limner were to draw only the 

baif 
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by an audible voice from heaven, it would be in ſuch 
awful words as theſe: Are not my ways equal? Are 
not your ways unequal ? * que the eee 
n 
Fa — r.. 
(page 33.) reprobates the aTONEMENT of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as an outrage offered to the moral juſtice of God, by ſup- 
poling him to make the innocent ſuffer for the guilty. 
This objection of Mr Paine's, is one of the groſſeſt /o- 
pbiſins that ever blurr'd and diſgraced the annals of lite- 
rature. It proceeds on the miſtaken idea, that Jeſus was 
no more than a mere man; that he died in the ſolitary 
character of an individual; and that, inſtead of dying 
willingly; God, as Mr n Sine LIONS 
to kill him,” 

If theſe ignorant ſuppoſitions enden Mr P.'s res- 
ſoning would be concluſive, for God hath expreſsly de- 
clared, that the innocent ſhall not ſuffer for the guilty, but 
every man ſhall die for his own fins. As proof of this, 
we find, that God not only finally ſtopt ſhort Abraham 
when about to ſacrifice Iſaac ; but one of the great laws 
given by God to the Hebrews, and founded on moral 


Juſtice, 


half of his forchead, the third part of his noſe, one of his eyes, 
and a part of his chin? Mr P. would cry out againſt ſuch a con- 
duct as a groſs outrage on fact; he would reckon it impoſſible for 
the world to form any idea of him from ſuch a mutilated daubing ; 
and is it not an unſpeakably greater outrage in Mr P. to argue as 
he does, that becauſe God is good and merciful, his wrathful diſ- 
penſations are cruel and partial, marked with * vindictiveneſs,” 
and © indiſcriminate revenge? -In the words of that great poet, 
Dr Young, © A God all mercy is a God unjuſt,” 
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juſtice, is, that they were not to cauſe their childrento 
paſs through the fire to Moloch, after the manner and 
abomination of the heathen. But the caſe is quite dif- 
ferent with reſpect to Jeſus Chriſt; he was true God, 
and ſo had his life at his own diſpoſal; he did not die as 
an individual, but in a public character, as the ſurety and 
repreſentative of his people: ſo we ſind his death always 
held out as vicarious, as undergone not on his own ac- 
count, but in the room and ſtead of others. Though 
Chriſt perſonally was innocent, as a public character and 
ſurety he was guilty. The Lord laid on him the iniquity of 
us all: he bare our fins in his own body on the tree, When 
Chriſt died, too, it was not of neceſſity, but of his own 
free choice z his death was not, properly ſpeaking, paſſion, 
but was a great and godlike action; and in this way it 
differs from the death of common men. When men die, 
they muſt do it, becauſe they cannot do otherwiſe ; they 
have no power to retain the ſpirit, But the death of Chriſt 
was all action; hence, at the ſame time when the inſpired 
writers repreſent God as delivering him up, as not ſparing 
him *, they alſo repreſent the Lord Chriſt as actively 
giving up himſelf; He gave himſelf a ranſom for all; be 
bowed the head, and Gave UP THE GHOST. 
Theſe great conſiderations fully ſhew, that the death 
and atonement of Chriſt is perfectly conſiſtent with God's 
nn minen 
1 and 


* Rom, viii. 32. | | 
© + MrP. (page 20.) makes a groundleſs and mechanical diſtinc- 
tion, when he ſays, that redemption hath for its baſis an idea of 
pecuniary, and not of moral juſtice, Mr P. may cut down juſtice 
n 
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and juſtifying the divine government: he doth not blame 
his father, as Mr P. «vickedhy ſays, for « employing men 
to kill him :” he doth not charge his death primarily on 
the cowardice of the difciples ; on the treachery of Ju- 
das; on the villainy of Pilate and the ſanhedrim. All 
permiſſion doth not extenuate their fin, he himſelf clears 
the divine government: The on of man came ro GIVE 
u Ln a ranſom for many. No Man taketh my life 
from me, but I LAH I Down of myſelf, ' 

34d, Serming contradichion - in ſeripture. Sometimes the 
ſeripture ſeems to contradict itſelf, but there is no real 
confradidtion : our Lord, for inſtance, fays, Lo 1 am with 
you always ; and yet he ſays, It i needfirl for you that I ge 
as thyſelf ; in another, Except a man hate his father and 
mother, &c. he cannot be my difeiple. Paul lays to the Ro- 
_ oy e 


James 
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like minced pies ; like the old ſcholaſtic writers, he may talk of 
remunerative, diſtributive, and, like himſelf, of pecuniary juſtice : 
but there cannot be two kinds of juſtice. As the moral law 
ariſes from the nature of God, which is one, there is none other 
but moral juftice, The ſame moral juſtice which ſays, Thou ſhalt 
not un, alſo binds men to pay their debts, and ſays, Owe no man 
any thing What fophiſtry, then, is it in Mr P. to ſuppoſe, that 
moral juſtice will allow another to pay his debts, but not to ſuffer in 
his ſtead, Mr P. makes a diſtinction without a difference: he, in 
fact, admits that another man may pay his debt z and, as there is 
no juſtice but moral juſtice, he muſt alſo admit, that, it may take 
another to ſuffer in his ſtead. Pecuniary juftice is Mr Paine's 
« Lingo;” his contrivance and application of it are his“ Leger- 
demain,” 


TT. 

James fays, L fre then that @ man is juflified by works, and 
not by faith only. But thefe, and all other ſeeming! con- 
tradictions in ſcripture, may be reconciled by confidering, 


that theſe different paſſages either ſpeak of different 


things, or of different views of the ſame thing, In the 
firſt text above quoted, our Lord ſays, Lo, I am wwith you 


always ; he intends that he would always be with his. 
church, by his goſpel, and by the power of his ſpirit- 


In the other text, when he ſays, that it was needfal for 


his diſciples that he ſhould go away, he means in reſpeft 


of his bodily preſence on earth. Paul and James do not 


contradi&t one another; for though they ſpeak of the 
ſame juſtification, it is with very different views. When 


Paul ſays, that by the deeds of the law no fleſh ſhall be 


| juſtified, he is evidently ſpeaking of perfonal juſtification 
OY and renounces all works as the conditions of 

James is ſpeaking not of perſonal juſtification Smply 
1015 but of the manifefation or evidence of it before 
men; he ſuppoſes and admits PauP's doctrine reſpecting 
juſtification before God, but infiſts that no man can have 


evidence, or certainty of this, by mere pretences to faith; 


without ſeeking and manifeſting the truth of it by good 
works: and ſo he ſays, A man is juſtified by works, i. e. 


a man hath evidence in himſelf, and manifeſts his juſtifi« / 


cation to others by works, and not by faith only. 

In this way, all ſeeming contradictions in ſcripture may 
be reconciled. Sometimes a thing is ſaid to be done by 
different perſons, and in different places, when it was 
partly done by ſome perſons in one place, and partly by 
the ſame perſons in another place, In hiſtorical accounts, 
kings are ſometimes ſaid to begin their reign when they 


begun 
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begun to goyern with their father, and ſometimes when 
they: begun to reign by themſelves, | In one place, Solo- 
mon's: brazen ſea is ſaid to contain two thouſand baths ; 
in another, three thouſand : but the meaning is, that two 
thouſand was the quantity generally in it for uſe ; whereas 
three thouſand was the whole content, or what the veſſel 
_ wquld, hold when brimful. In the 1ſt book of Kings, 
we are told, that there was nothing in the ark but the 
tables of the law. In the epiſtle to the Hehrews, we are 
told, that there was in it the golden pot that had manna, 
and Aaxon's rod that budded. But when we compare 
the two paſſages, the meaning is, that nothing but the 
tables were within the ark; and the other things were 
laid up upon its face or fide, - 

Ho weak, then, is it in Mr P. and the other deiſts, 
to beggle at ſhadows ; to take offence at ſuch ſeeming 
. contradictions, when. they are ſo eaſily reconciled. If four 
of Mr Paine's friends were to write his life, they would 
all agree in the leading facts, but every one would have 
his own way of telling his ſtory ; and owing to this, they 
might ſcemingly contradict each other; but how unrea- 
ſonable would Mr P. reckon it, if, on that account, poſ- 
terity ſhould renounce the whole ſlory; deny that ever 
there was ſuch 2 man as Mr P. or ſuch writers of his hi- 
ſtory. The ſeeming, contradiftions in ſcripture, the un- 
formal, manner in which they are written, is to me at 
leaſt one proof of their divinity ; becauſe, in this way, 
they call forth and employ the reaſon of man. In the 
works of creation, we muſt exerciſe our reaſon, in order 
to diſcover the principles of ſcience; to find the magni- 
tude and diſtance of the heavenly bodies; to arrive at a 
e | | proper 
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proper chemical analyſis of particular ſubſtances : and if 
the Bible did not exerciſe our reaſon, as well as touch our 


hearts, it would be an addity in the works of God it 
would be wanting in that analogy which the reaſon of 
man very properly goa og A Apr; 
ſame Great Maker. 


4th, The feari of infidels themſelves, and their terrors 


at a future judgment, are cauſes of deiſm. Nothing is 


more natural, than for the human mind to wiſh that not 


to be true, which will bring it to trial, ſubject it to pain, 
or involve it in any affliction. Now, the Bible tells men, 
that they are to be judged, to be puniſhed for their fins, 
without faith in Chriſt, without repentanceand reſorma- 
tion. Now, becauſe conſcience joins with ſcripture, and 
tells men that they are finners, that they are not prepared 
to meet judgment, they wiſh to perſuade themſelves that 
ſuch things are not true. Felix trembled at Paul's preach- 


ing; and, becauſe he was not ready for the event of ſuch 
a dreadful doctrine, he wiſhed to refer the reception of 
it: Go thy way, &c. I will not fay that all the deiſts are. 


bad men; but it is very obſervable in the hiſtory of deiſm, 


that the greateſt advocates for it have been men of relax- 
ed morals: the characters of Celſus in the firſt, of Por- 
phery in the ſecond, and of Julian the apoſtate in the 
third centuries, are known to all. Count Brandt informs 
us, that he ſpent ſome days with Yo/taire, and he heard 


nothing from him but what had a tendency to- corrupt 


the heart. Nacheſter was not only a deiſt, but his deiſm 
was founded on the depravity of his character; he was a 


moſt abandoned ſinner ; and, in our own times, we very 


often ſee that men become warm in their arguments a- 
gainſt 


| 
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gainſt the Bible, in proportion tothe quantity of gin and 
brandy which they pour down their throats. 1 

r any perſon be offended, and ay that this is ſeurritiey, 
and not argument, I will exchange it for another: How is 
that the moſt famous infidels have not been able to die 
in the belief of their creed? In the hiſtory of believers, it 
iv very odſervable, that not one ever died lamenting that he 
had believed the feriptures too much, or walked according 
to them too ftrifily, In the hiftory of infidels, we find 
thoufands who have not been able to fupport themſelves 
in their laſt moments; thouſands have openly renounced 
their belief, and lamented, as they died, that ever they 
were fo mad ; thoufands have tried to preſerve their con- 


fiſtency and external decorum, but have trembled and 


faultered as they came in fight of the judgment ſeat — 
Rocheſter recanted altogether, and ordered that alt his 


pubheations againſt virtue and refigion ſhould be burnt 


at the public croſſes. Hume tried to ſtifle and conceal 
his feelings, by playing at whiſt, and by a chitdifh jargon 
about Charon and his boat, When Dy. | Tronchin was 
oalled to ſee Voltaire in his laſt moments, he heard Vot- 
raire, as he entered the room, crying out, # T am abando- 
ned by God and man !” When Voltaire aſked the Doctor 
«Whit he thought of him ?” The Doctor told him, He 
was very I. « Of (replied Voltaire), I wilt give you 
the half of hat IL am worth, if you could make me live 
ſix months.” The Doctor told him, that, He could not 
live fix weeks,” 4 O then, (returned Voltaire), I ſhall 
go to hell, Doctor, and you muſt go along with mel?“ 
Now, I have no animoſity againſt Mr P.; I have no 
prejudice againſt the drifts in general; my daily and ear- 
Hier neſt 


19 J 
neft prayer for all men, without regard to names and 
petty and invidious diſtinctions, is, That they may be ſaved. 
But I addrefs them as, reaſonable men, and beg again to 
repeat the queſtion, How is it that the moſt famous infi- 
dels have not been able to die in their principles? The 
fact itſelf is among us; it reſts upon the moſt unequivo- 


eal evidence; the truth is, they fear a judgment to come, 
and moſt unreaſonably try to- get rid of their fears, by 
doubting and denying the Bible revelation of hat judge- 
ment. The Bible, however, will never condemn a man, 
but when he is condemned by conſcience, if his conſcience 
be rightly informed; and, with the ſame parity of reaſon 
may alſo deny the reality of their own feelings, and the 
ſtings and forebodings of a natural ® conſcience. 5 
5th, Vanity, A ſpirit of Sugularity, and a miſfaking 
the province of reaſon, are cauſes of deiſm, Vanity #in 


I know ſome deifts who ridicule: revealed religion in theie 
qups, and to ſee them on the Lord's day · ſeaſting at home, or nut- 
ting and rabitting in the fields, one would think them happy ; but 
at other times their minds are ſo alarmed, that they cannot fleep 
in their beds; their faces arg ſo ranged, and vacant of every mark 
of ſatisfaction, that they appear like criminals led out to public 
execution. As Mr P. is. a ſeeretary, I wiſh him to explain this 
paradox, | rn eg | 
| + Mr Paine great and inſuſſerable vanity appears in his ſo fre- 
quent KG9T18Ms ;: he uſes the great 1,no- fewer than nineteen times 
in his 37th. page; in his- minute deſcription of the Orrery, and in 
the, naming, the primary. planets, things known almoſt to every 
ſchool-boy.. It appears in telling the world, that he Keeps no 
Bible, and that he was at. ſchool with Coun/ctlor . Mingay. What 

bY | | is 
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every age hath been a cauſe of deiſm. A young man, 
for inſtance, finds his natural genius ſtronger than thoſe 
of his on family, or townſhip: be learns objections a- 
gainſt the goſpel, and: puzzles a fery who are around him; 
that few acknowledge his ſuperiority z they report the yic- 
tory to others ; they all, agree that ſuch a perſon is a 
genius, and in this way flatter his vanity. This leads, the 
perſon to make bolder aſſertions: by degrees he gets into 
a habit of holding impious diſcourſe; and, becauſe he is 
ſuperior to others in-wrangling, he gives up the original 
conviftion of his own mind to his vanity. This is no 
ſuppoſition, © One can ſcarcely. meet a neſt of deiſts, but 
there is generally one  wiſe-acre among them, to which 
they all appeal: by their appeals his vanity is flattered ; 
by his anſwers they are kept in awe z. they dare not think 
for themſelves; and the en effect is, chat of mutual 
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[ appearing fingular, They poſſeſs nothing in mind or 
| body to command the attention of the public; they have 
| full pockets, and do not feel. a neceſſity of depending on 
| the promiſes of God: they have nothing to. do; their 
chief buſineſs lies in flouriſhing a ſnuff-box, brandiſhing 
a cane, or lolling over a counter. They are equally ig, 
nnn * Wen ee but they 
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was at ſchool with Mingay, or with Jack-Catch? It appears 1 in his 
telling us that the forbidden fruit was an apple. The world never 
Knew before whether it was an apple or a pear : but as Mr P. is 
Secretary for foreign aſſairs, perhaps this information hath been ſent 
bim by his %% and truſty ſovereign, D1aBoLvs, the Black Prince. 
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wiſh to de ſingular by diſſenting from the vulgar creed 
cannot underfland : they never go to church but to hear the. 
muſic, &c, &c. and all this from no principle in the world 
cravat or- garters in a certain form; for wearing their hat 
on one ſide of the head ; for going with their boots all 
about their ancles, and walking in ſuch a zig-zag manner 
as to ſp/aſb every perſon they meet upon the ſtreet, This 
ignorant, this good-natured ſingularity, forms their creed 3 
it is the cauſe of their deiſm. They have no reaſon. for 
tain truths in the goſpel, and, becauſe they cannot com- 
prehend them, they reckon it unworthy of God to de- 
above, it contains no truth'but what is agreeable to rea- 
ſon. It is the higheſt inſtance of reaſon to believe what- 
ever God reveals, if we know it as to fact, though we 
may not be able to explain the manner of its exiſtence; _ 
Now, revealed religion ſtands upon the ſame foot in this 
reſpect as the works of God in creation. In natural | 
philoſophy, we know the fact of light, of the elaſticity | 
of the air; but we cannot tell, we cannot comprehend, 
the primary cauſe of theſe. We feel by experience that 
bread nouriſheth us, that fire warms us; but we cannot 
tell the rcaſon why bread ſhould nouriſh us more than a 
ſtone z why fire ſhould warm us, and not ice. How 
childifþ and futile, then, is it in Mr P. to renounce the 
. | RT RAT "als. 
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| goſpel-revelation, becauſe of its myſteries. We know the 
2 myſteries of the goſpel! as to fa, for God bath authenti- 
| cated/the-truth of them by a reaſonable and miraculous 
evidence ; to know them in the manner of their exiſtence, 


is not neceſſary to our happineſs. If Mr P. then, urns 
at the goſpel, becauſe it contains myſteries, he muſt alſo 


6 lick at the works of God in creation, and renounce them 
= as /dbilour, ne Deſcartes, he may deny the exiſtence of 
| external matter, - This reaſoning is not mine ; the Lonb 
= C1815 7 hath ſet me the example. Nicodemus, like Me 


P. doubted and pauſed when he heard of the myſtery of 
Frgentration. Now, how doth our Lord argue with him ? 
The wind Woweth where it liffeth ; thou hrareft the ſound 
therrof, but cannot heil whente it cometh, or whither it gooth o 


fact in the hiſtory of mankind, and I wiſh the deiſts to 
the Grmeſt- believers in the Bible revelation, On the 
other hand, we univerſally ind, that ſinattrrers in ſciences 
5 „ ptyue amine Sous 
In the words of Mr Pope, a Biudu N bid fy 
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n The Aiden of riprare-prophecy. When our 
- Lord, foretels; the ſpread and ſucceſs of the goſpel, he 
alſo foretels\ the, riſe, and progreſs of error: Many falſe 
3 ck Heceive ome "OR: Paul is 
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writing to Timothy, he ſays, The time will come, when 


prophecies reſpecting deiſm are theſe, by noch, and the 
apoſtle Peter: Enach alſo, the ſeventh from Adam, prophe- 
fied, ſaying, Behold the Lord cometh with ten thouſands of 
his ſaints, to convince all, of all their hard ſpeeches which 
ungodly finners have ſpoken again him. The words of 
Peru are ſo pointed, that, if we did not know athes- 
wiſe, we would be ready to think that he lived A. D. 
1794, and ſtood behind Mr P. while writing his Age of 
Reaſon, There ſhall come in the laſ days $COFFER 9, - 
ing after their own lyſt, ond ſaying, Where in the promif 
of bis coming / for fince the fathers fell cap, all things . 
tinue as they nwere from the beginning of the creation.  — 
Now, theſe prophecies have heen, and are now fulfil» 
ling: all who doubt and deny the ſcriptures, are awfully - 
- fulfilling them to their -own deſtruction. I am aware 
that the deiſts will cry out, Why, if prophecy muſt be 
fulfilled, in our denying the faith, we cannot help it. But 
prophecy hath no compulſive influence on the will of man: 
if it had, man would not be a moral agent; though he is 
a reaſonable, he would not be a-reſponſtble being z and God 
would not be juſt in judging and condemning him. The 
prophecies of Judas's treachery, and of the Jews murder- 
ing the Lord of glory, had no coercive "force upon their 
minds. Hence the inſpired writers clear the prophecies , 
they clear the divine governtnent, by charging home-the 
death of Chrift npon the voluntary enmity of the Jews : 
Ye have killed the Prince of life ; him ye have taken, and 
by vic led hands have crucified and ſlain : Ye have fulfilled 
them i. e. the prophecies, in condemning bim. Judas him- 
F 2 ſelf 
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ſelf publicly cleared the prophecies; he took home his 
treachery, as a free, a premiditated action of his own: 1 
have betrayed innocent blood. 

ow ihr ld Gt die e ahem debts? 
How ought it to confirm the minds of believers! The 
quibbles of deiſts are a ſtrong proof of the divinity of the 
ſcriptures. The infidel may wrangle, and the atheiſt 


blaſpheme, but the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 


Thus, I have affigned the cauſes of deiſm ; and from 


this ſhort review, it fully appears from what principles in 


human nature it batIf happened, that though the evidence 
of the goſpel is ſo clear and ſtrong, ſome in every age 


have ventured to doubt and to deny it. I ſhall conclude 


this third ſermon with theſe awful words, and they 
ought to make the ears of all who hear them to tingle: 

Mock not, left your bands be made flrong, Becauſe I have 
called, and ye have refuſed ; therefore I will laugh at your 


calamity z Ten wn yy fer goth 
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| On Tin. ji. 16 An Scripture is given by inſpiration 
of God. 
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Wieser the formality of an bmeda es, I — | 
proceed to the fourth and laſt part of the PLAN. in 
the firſt ſermon, I proved the divinity of the holy ſerip- 
tures ; In the ſecond, I refuted objections: In the third, 
I affigned the cauſes of deiſm: In the fourth en 1 
ſhall diſcuſs the 
IV. General bead of diſcourſe, namely, to offer a few So | 
reftions, to which all Chriſtians ought to attend, if they 
would be faithful to God and divine truth, and fortify 
their minds againſt the painted, but hollow arguments of 
deiſm. I call theſe arguments painted, becauſe to weak 
minds they are ſometimes /pecious and ſhowy : I call them 
hollow, becauſe there is nothing in them. | 
1. See that ye be ſpiritually united to the Lord Jeſus Chrif. 
This is indiſpenſably neceſſary. I begin with this, becauſe, 
F 3 unleſs 
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unless we we zorn agoin, we cannot ſec the glory of divine 
truth, and we have no ſecurity againſt apoſtacy. When 
3 branch is only tied to a tree, it may appear to belong to 
it, but it will only dangle for à time, and in the end be 
blown away by the wind, In like manner, no man, 
whatever his genius, his knowledge, his profeſſion may 
be, hath any ſecurity igi8ft apoſtaey, unleſs he is a par- 
taker of the Spirit of God, and vitally united to the Lord 
Jeſus, I am the vine ; ye are the branches, ſaith the Lon v 
Cunts r. As the brandh cannot betir fruit of itſelf, ex. 
cept it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide 
in me, for without me, or, as the Greek word ſignifies, 
ſeparate from me, ys can do nothing. How doth the a- 
| poſtle John account for the open apoſtacy of many of the 
firſt profeſſing Chriſtians ? He aſcribes it altogether to 
their want of union to Chriſt ; They went out from us, for 
thiy wire nat of ut ; l. e. they were not true Chriſtians ; 
though they knew the goſpel, they did not believe it; 
though they hid deen baptiſed” with water, they had not 
the baptifin of the Spirit ; b. f they bad been os, 
they 10 doubt woild have continued with us. | 
There is one great conſideration reſpecting the truth, 
which is a reaſon why unn to Chriſt ſaves men from 
apoſtacy from it; 1, e. the goſpel is the great mean by 
which the Spirit of God works on the conſcience and 
heart; it is the mean of converſion to God, and of union 
to Jefus, Of h otur will' begat be us by the won b or 
TAU TH. Now, men natürally love what conduceth to 
their happineſs, and this is the cafe with all true belieyers : 
tliey feel the word to be the happy mean of filling them 
| with mY hope; with that joy which is unſpeakable and 
| | ful] 


19 
full of glory; and this binds them to the love and de- 
fence of it. There are thouſands this day in the church 
of God, who can reflect, perhaps, on this and the other 
word of promiſe ; and the time was when they ſaw no- 
thing in it; they wondered at the love, and at the grow- 
ing attachment of others; but after that word became 
the mean of their own converſion, they would not ex- 
change it for ten thouſand worlds. This word is my com- 
Fort in my fiction, and by it I am revived in all my firaits. 
What faith the weeping prophet Jeremiah ? He was per- 
ſecuted for his attachment to the truth; he had every 
reafon, bumanly ſpeaking, to renounce it, but he held it 
faſt, as eſſential to his happineſs ; Thy word was found of 
me, and 1 did eat ; and it was to me the joy, and rejoicing of 
my heart, —Pray, therefore, to the God and father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he may give unto you the ſpirir of 
revelation in the knowledge of his Son, Seek after union 
to Chriſt, as indiſpenſably neceſſary to your holding faſt 
the truth. I know, that what I am now ſaying will ap- 
pear to the deiſts as heathen Greek but neceſſity is laid 
upon me, yea, Woe is unto me, if 1 preach not the goſpel. — 
Men muſt firſt de ROOTED in Chriſt, in order to bao 
being built up, and g | eflabliſhed in the faith, ; 

24, Tale all your religious principles from the 355 and 
| not from the opinions of men. This is Paul's adyice to 
Timotby, in the context : But continue thou in the things 
which thou haſt heard, knowing of whom thou haſt learned 
them, and that from a child thou Waſt known the boly ferip- 
tures, Give thyſelf to reading. It is owing to not at- 
tending practically to this direction, that ſo many are ſo 
ns IN: their religious ſentiments ; they 

| F 4 hunt 
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bunt from chapel to chapel; they hear 3 Calviniſt in the 
morning, an Armenian in the afternoon; and, perhaps, 
are deranged and hurt at the whole of revelation, by the 
_ quibbles of ſotme deiſt in the evening. They do not read 
the ſeriptures ; they do not yield up their minds to God 
"they do not think for themſelves. Such perſons are as 
| changeable” 2s the.weathercocks on the churches where 
they worſhip : they may be compared to children, who 
| pot eFery thing into their mouth, dirt as well as wholeſome 
 ſpod. But, if men will fortify their minds againſt error, 
they muſt, like Apollos, be mighty in the ſcriptures they 
ought to try the doctrines they hear, by the word of God, 
and receive” or reject them as they are agreeable to it: 

T7 the lath, and to the teflimony, if they ſpeak not according 
to this word, is is becauſe there is no light in them. It is for 
this conduct that the Bereans are ſo bighly commended ; 
they would not receive the doctrine of the apoſtles with- 
out trying it by the Old Teſtament ſcriptures : Thy were 
more noble than thoſe in Thifſalonica, for they N the 
ſeriptures daily whether thoſe things were ſo. 
Boch a conduct, if univerſal, would Nera 

Intereſts of religion: it would be uſeful to the hearers; 
uſeful” to the miniſters of the goſpel, What is one rea- 
fon why deiſm ſo much'abounds ? What is e reaſon 
by Mr F. renounces the written word of God ? It is 
doping to his groſs ignorance of the ſcriptures; he doth not 
"Enow the particular prophecies reſpecting Chriſt in the 
Old Teſtamept ; he is ignorant of the particular and mark- 
ed fulfilment of them in the New. What, again, is one 
reaſon why the miniſters of the goſpel are often ſo care- 


Jeſs ? Many of them neglect their duty, and employ i ig- 
8 norant 
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norant and licentious birelings in their place. What, 
again, is the reaſon, why ſome who diſſent from the eſta- 
bliſhed church who profeſs orthodoxy, but are ſecret 
enemies to the truth, preach only in ſuch a manner as 
to gain a ſalary, and ſave theic on heads? They preach 
in ſuch a dry and abſtra& manner, or in a ſtyle ſo pliant 


and indeterminate, that it cannot be under flood whether 
they have any fixed principles or not. All this is owing | 


to the ignorance. of the people. Let us, therefore, take 
all our religious principles from the ſcripture: Beloved, 
believe not every ſpirit, but 9 the ſpirits, whether they 
are e Gt. 

But though man were not an 3 8 a re- 
gard to civil liberty | is a reaſon why he ought to ſearch 


and know the ſcriptures, The Bible,, of all other books, 


is favourable to liberty . It is evident in the hiſtory of 


deſpotic governments, that deſpotz/m hath always trod 
upon the heels of ignorance ; it hath robbed the pockets, 


and trampled upon the perſons of men. Whenever a 
people are ignorant, when they become ſo ſottiſb as to 
allow themſelves to be priz/-ridden, the prigſts them- 


ſelves have generally been the firſt to ſell them into the 


hands of the oppreſſor. If, therefore, we would pre- 
ſerve our own freedom; if we would tranſmit true ideas 
of civil liberty to poſterity, let us ſearch the ſcriptures : 

Prove all things ; hold fa if that which i is beſt ; be always 
ready 
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» If it were poſſible for a madman to write 'a book, he could 
not be more inconſiſtent with himſelf, than Mr P. in hib different 


publications. The Age of Reaſon i is a furnace prepared and blown 


by Mr P. himſelf, to burn up be Rights of Man.—Abborrendum 
eft omnibus. / 
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ready to give an anſwer to him that aſketh you a reafon 
of the hope that is in you, with meeknefs and fear, 

34, See that your daily wall be holy, and firifly ac- 
cording to the principles of the goſpel. It is a beautiful 
obſervation, made by Dr Owen, that, ©: the practical 
knowledge of the truth is the beſt antidote againſt error.” 
To this agree the words of the Lord Jeſus : He that doth 
the will of my Father, which is in beaven, he ſhall know of 
my doctriue whether it be of God, or whether T ſpeak of 
myſelf. The more deeply a tree is rooted in the earth, 
it is the more ſecure againſt being overthrown by the 
wind, or torn up by the hand of the ruffian paſſenger ; 
and the more deeply men drink into the ſpirit of the 
goſpel, they are the more ſecure againſt error. This 
expreſsly agrees with the experience of men, Every 
perſon who ſtudies his own heart will find, that the more 
| holily he walks, he is the more happy in the word of God: 
on the contrary, when perſons give over to any inſtance 
of conduct forbidden by the law, they are the more ready, 
for a time at leaſt, to wiſh that the denunciations againſt 
it were not true. Now, if we would have a practical 
ſupport againſt deiſm, we muſt daily walk according to 
the goſpel, All the reafonings of a philoſopher will not 
convince a man, that his daily food is hurtful to his 
health ; he feels the contrary in his own experience. In 


like manner, when perſons find the word of God to | 


be the mean, not only of their converſion, but 2 rule 
for directing them in the paths of virtue when they 
feel it agomfort to them in every adverſity ; this is an 
unanſwerable argument for the truth of it. This was 
the manner- of ,the Pſalmiſt: By the way of thy com- 

mandments, 
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mandments, I kept myſelf out of the paths wherem de- 
ro yers go. What are the words of the apoftle James ? 
Whoſo looleth into the per fe? law of liberty, and conti- 
nueth therein, he being not a for getſul hearer, quan 
of the word, this man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed.” 
This direction is level to the practice een 


and meaneft of Chriſtians. The greater part oſ mankind 


are not able to argue for Chriſtianity ; they have not 
time to canvaſs the evidence of it ſo fully, perhaps, as 
they could wiſh ; they are not able to ennfront it, ina 
formal manner, with the objections of infidels.. But it 
is in the power of every Chriſtian, under the influence 
of the Spirit of God, to walk according to the tnt; a 
holy practice is a len, but it is à moſt powerful argu- 
ment. Let us, then, in all our ſecret, in all our private, 
in all our public tranſactions, take the word of God as 
our rule. In this way, our own minds will be more 
confirmed in the truth; for the Lord meeteth bim that 
refoiceth, and worketh righteonſneſs. '» In this way, we 
ſhall give the beſt anſwer to our adverſaries; Ut is the 
will of God, that by WELL-DOING ye aha rpm 
IGNORANCE of fooliſh men. 
ath, Beware of admitting raſbly arguments againft the 
ſeriptures ; but try whether they are /ophiſms, or ſound 
reaſoning. By ſophiſm, I mean an inference or conelu- 
fron, drawn from principles which will not bear it; this 
is the manner of My P.; this hath been the manner of 
the deifts in every age; and this muſt be the manner of 


reaſoning in all eaſes where men endeavour to ſupport. 


error. Truth can ſtand upon its own legs; it doth not 
need the crutch ; it needs only to be ſeen; to be known; 
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it needs only to be known, to be believed. It ie quite 


otherwiſe with error. The more cloſely we look at 


truth, our conviction is the ſtronger, till it amounts to 
moral certainty ; but as we draw nigh to error, convic- 
tion flees from us, till it evaniſhes altogether. Error al- 
ways needs ſophiſtry and wrangling to ſupport it.—lt is 
_ error and /ophiftry in My P. (page 19.) to bring it as 
an argument againſt the inſpired revelation, that, the 
church hath ſet up a religion of pomp and revenue, in 
imitation of a perſon whoſe life was humility and po- 
verty.” The queſtion is not, What hath the church 
done? But the queſtion is, What doth the ſcriptures 
call upon men to do? Now, they foretel, that if any 
wen wilt live godly i in Chriſt Jeſus, he muſt ſuffer perſe- 
cution. Inſtead of a. religion of pomp * and revenue, it 


tions on bing. above, and not on things which are on the 
earth. Except a man for ſake bis fatber and his mother, 


yea and his own hife alſo, ſaith Chriſt, be cannot be my | 


diſciple. 

It is 'ſophiftry i in Mr p. to fay (page 39), that, « na 
ſyſtem of religion can be true, that hath any thing in it 
that ſhocks the mind of a child, „ For, though I were 
to ſuppoſe, but not grant, that * religion is fabu- 
lous, Mr P 5 principle, and his reaſoning upon it, would 
aftually diſprove the truth of his Own ſyſtem of morality, 


"ſuggeſted by the works of creation, , and the relation. in 


which men ſtand to one another 1 in human ſociety. It 5s is 
ſhocking to a child to be fript, and whipped for his 
faults ; and as Mr P. values himſelf upon his © exceed-. 


ing good moral education,” he can perhaps, remember 
| 2 the 


calls men to "be clothed with humility ; to fet their affec= | 
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would make him writhe his face, and ſhrug his ſhoulders. 
Now, the exiſtence and peace of ſociety,” though we had 


no Bible, require children to be corrected for their fault: 


but, according to Mr P. that morality cannot be ttue; 
it cannot have exiſtence in fact, becauſe the correction 
which it ſuggeſts is ſhocking} to the mind of a child; 
On the ſame principle, then, that Mr P. renounces the 
doctrine of the atonement, becauſe he ſays it is ſhoeking - | 
to the mind of a child; he muſt deny his on ſyſtem 
of morality, becauſe the application of it was once ſhock- 


ing to. him, and is ſo to children. Mr Pas reaſoning 


goes to diſprove the reaſon of man as an intelligent being, 
and his. reſponſibility as a moral agent; it. diſproves the 
truth and exiſtence of moral law as. applicable to man; 
it brings him down to a level with the beaſts chat periſh ; 32 
let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we ſhall die!! + of BY 
It is rank ſophiſtry in Mr V. (page 33.) to ſay, that, 

« God changed himſelf into the ſhape of a man.” When 
the Son of God appeared in human nature, it was not by 
changing himſelf, but by aſſuming the human nature in- 
to union with his divine perſon. So the. ſame unchanged 
perſon is called the Child born, and the Son given, and 
the Mighty God, and the Everlaſting Father : be was 
found in the 11KENEss of men, If Mr P. reckon this 
« a looſe morality and low contrivance,” he muſt ſay, 
that it is a looſe morality and low contrivance for God to 
appear in the works of creation. The wiſdom, the power 
of God, is as really manifeſted in the creation of a drop 
of water, a particle of ſand, or in a pile of graſs, as they 
are in the creation of the univerſe at large. If Mr P. 
then, 
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inſpired word of God, that Jeſus appeared in humad na- 
ture, he muſt, on the fame principles, renounee the di- 
vinity of the won or God m CRPATION;” and in. 
ſend of a written word, mankind ſhall have no word of 
God at all. O roots! akben will ye be wife f © 
With men of ſenſe, the enetuies of the truth generally 
employ ridienle and by#oonry ; with the ignorant, they 
argue” Jophiſtically ; they begin with the weak they 
the apoſtle fo GRAPHICALLY deſcribes them in the con- 
text; For of thts ſort are they who creep into houſes, and 
lead taptive SILLY women, laden with fins, led away with 
divers Tufts ; ever learning, but never parka —_ 
knowledge of the tyuth. | 
+ +$th, Remember that believers can loſt nothing, though 
the Bible be u:: but the dei run a tremendous ri 
if the ſeriptures are true. Suppoſe, for a moment, that 
the Bible is a book made by men, as My P. ſays; the 
| believer in it can Joſe nothing: for who is the happier 
man, he that lives ſoberiy, righteouly, and godly, or 
he who gives over to the gratification-of the -meaner paſ- 
ions? The ibertine; compared with the virtuoſo, lives 
a hell upon earth; his line of conduct is unfriendly to 
ſociety, for it deſtroys all the ſublime and tender feelings 
of the human heart. Selfifhneſs and puſiti ve erualty are 
the never · iailing effects of debauchery. Hy HA. 
was one of the moſt lib idinout, and in conſequence ane 
of the moſt cruel uretebes, that ever diſgtaced humanity. 
Ft is ruinous to the libertine himſelf; it ſpends his mo- 
ney,” wounds his conſcience, exhauſts his eonſtitution 
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it opens for him an untimely grave. And if the heliever 
is the happier man, ſuppoſing the ſcriptures to be falſe, 
what a tremenduous. riſk do the freetbinkers run, if the 
Bible be true,; they ſhall be openly condemned before 
God, angels, and men; for all that are in tbrir graves 
fall come forth ; they that have done good to the refur- 
 reflton of life, and they that have done evil to the eur. 
recti of condemnation. What man, then, in his ſenſes, 
would chuſe to run this riſ ? If the Bible be falſe, the 
| believer can loſe nothing; if his faith in it be entbyſhaſm, 
116 it isa happy enthuſiaſm ; it prepares him for enjoying 
himſelf, for enjoying ſociety in this world. But if the 


Bible be true, ae e eee eee 
ceivable.! 


Bzwarr, therefore, teſt that come upon you 
which is ſpoken of in the an Bebolu, ye defpiſers, 
and wonder, and periſh. 


btb, Remember that men are to be jndget for their 
Principles, as well as, for their conduct; God ui bring 
every word into judgment, with ever y SECRET THOUGHT. 
It is a faſhionable ſentiment, that if men live good lives, 
1|{ it doth. not ſignify what their principles are; 
AR 
His can't be wrong, whole. ke is in the right.” 

This ſentiment is falſe ; it hath done more hurt to the 
intereſts of virtue, than any othet whatever. Man, in- 
deed, is not accountable to man for his religious ſenti- 
ments, before any earthly-tribunal; but the law of God 

is ſpiritual ; it condemns not only error, but man for be- 
| lieving it. Hence, the ſcriptures reſt the Chriſtian cha- 
ractor, not {a much on the profeſion, though that is ne- 
cCeeeſſary, as on the be/izf of the truth: He that BELIEVETH 
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